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� From the Group Scout Leader
● Jesmond Scerri

continued overleaf...

AAllll  tthhee  bbesestt  GGSSLL  JJeessmmoonndd!!!!!!

Sitting at my desk on a Sunday morning writing my 
first article as the new GSL of the Victoria Scout Group 
was definitely not something I could have pictured. 
Taking the helm of this Group and following the 
footsteps of Joseph G. Grech (Skip) and Lorrie Saliba 
is no easy feat. This is especially so when considering 
the positive impact they had on hundreds of boys 
who grew up to be some of today’s pillars of our 
society. Their energy, vision and example have 
forged me into who I am today, and having had 

the chance to 
work with both of 
them, I recognise 
first-hand the 
impact they had 
on me and all 
those others who 
formed part of 
the Victoria Scout 
Group.
Given the current 
situation we are 
in, there isn’t as 
much to report 
as we are used 
to. However, 
two notable 
events did take 
place online: the 
Annual General 

31.3.2021  The GSL Jesmond Scerri during  
an online Scouters meeting

Meeting which was broadcasted virtually on the 
Group’s Facebook page, and the Virtual Via Crucis, 
which brought together the whole group and 
their families as we reflected upon the Way of the 
Cross. Both activities had a good following which is 
encouraging and helps motivate us. 
Scouting is all about the outdoors and working 
together in different teams, and as such, online 
Scouting has not been straightforward, especially 
when considering the extra effort it takes to keep 
everyone motivated in front of their screens. 
Despite these difficulties, our Leaders and Scouts 
have been creatively inventive in exploring different 
ways of getting involved and participating. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank all the Leaders 
for their hard work, dedication and the sacrifices 
they constantly make to continue offering such 
a high level of commitment, resulting in so many 
engaging activities. It has now been a year since 

Good Friday 2021. This cross usually 
accompanies the Group to Easter camp. 

Since this was not possible this year,  
it was put in front of headquarters.
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cont....from front page� From the Group Scout Leader
we started this online experience and we hope to 
be able to return to engage in face to face outdoor 
activities soon.
Whilst always keeping in mind all the positives 
mentioned, looking ahead I see a number of 
challenges facing our Group.
The presence of our Group in the Gozitan community 
has always been a strong one. However now is the 
time to further strengthen this position. I envisage a 
Group where parents are more involved and where 
ex-Scouts who remember with joy their Scouting 
days are drawn back to being a part of this big family. 
I intend to continue working on a process initiated 
by GLS Lorrie, whereby, through several initiatives, 
we invite and attract people who, in some way or 
another came into contact with our Group, to reach 
out and collaborate with the Group once more.
Being a Scout Leader entails more than merely 
attending a weekly 2-hour meeting. It encompasses 
a much broader set of values and requires 
commitments to researching, preparing and training. 
This is essential in order to be able to offer safe and 
enjoyable activities each week whilst providing a 
holistic and fun-filled educational experience to 
our members. Due to all this effort required, it is a 
continuous struggle for every Scout Group to have 
enough leaders, and our Group is no exception. 
However I am pleased to share with you all that four 
adult members of our Group are currently attending 
training courses organised by the Scout Association 
of Malta. This will continue to help the Group to 
offer the best experience to our Scouts, as well as to 
encourage other members to do the same.
Our group is one of the few groups in Malta to have its 
own headquarters built specifically as a Scout HQ. This 
carries its challenges too, namely the maintenance 
of both the premises and the equipment. During 
the past year, the Group saw no income since fund-

GSL Jesmond Scerri addresses those present at 
the Annual General Meeting

raising activities could not be carried out. However, 
bills still had to be paid, maintenance works required 
still had to be carried out and several purchases had 
to be made to ensure we were adequately adapted 
to work through this COVID-19 pandemic. The latter 
included Zoom licences, which were necessary to 
continue conducting our weekly meetings. While 
last year we managed to secure some funds through 
an NGO scheme offered by the Ministry for Gozo, 
the income and expenditure still don’t balance. 
From here I make an appeal to all those reading this 
article and who are interested in supporting us. You 
can do so by joining the Victoria Scouts Supporters 
Association, where, through a small donation, you 
will be helping us maintain all the work that we carry 
out with our Scouts and in return you will receive 
updates on all that happens within the Group. (See 
page 4 for more details)
On a final note, I would like to once again thank 
Lorrie Saliba for his continuous support, counsel and 
dedication, especially in these very particular and 
trying times. He continues to be a reference point 
for all of us and for this we are all grateful.

On behalf of the other leaders and Council members, I thank the 
former Group Scout Leader (GSL) Lorrie Saliba and wish our new 
GSL Jesmond Scerri all the best in his new and challenging post. 
We promise him our full support and cooperation. We are sure he 
will be as worthy a GSL as his predecessors, even though that is not 
the easiest of tasks. Being a GSL has never been easy and the current 
COVID-19 situation poses new challenges and difficulties.
We are confident that he will continue to follow the example of the founding 
team who has shaped our Group and enabled it to grow in numbers and 
stature, that he will  rise to whatever the occasion and that he will inspire, 
motivate and lead the Victoria Scout Group into greater heights.
         Go GSL go!!!! Your team is right behind you…….

from the Editor Anita Muscat and all Scouters and Council membersAll the Best GSL Jesmond

7.4.1987 Senior Patrol Leader Jesmond 
Scerri gains the Chief Scout Award

6.3.2021 GSL Jesmond joins the 
Cub Scout Packs for an online 

meeting.
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● CSL Anita Muscat

On Saturday 30th January 2021, the Victoria Scout 
Group held its Annual General Meeting at its 
headquarters.
Due to the restrictions imposed by the Health 
Authorities because of COVID -19, physical presences 
at headquarters were quite restricted. Therefore 
the ceremony was livestreamed on the Group’s 
Facebook page for the benefit of members, parents 
and supporters.  
The Group Scout Leader Lorrie Saliba, the Group 
Council Chairman Michael Grech, the Group Council 
Secretary Celine Portelli and the Group Council 
Treasurer Gino Mizzi all delivered their reports. 

 Recipients of the awards. Left to right: 
Top row: Jake Galea, Sarah Grech & Ludvic Azzopardi
Lower row: Jan Sacco, Matthew Grech & Sean Spiteri

Presentations followed:
Rover Scout of the Year – Sarah Grech
Venture Scout of the Year –Matthew Grech
Scouts of the Year – Ludvic Azzopardi and Sean 
Spiteri
Cub Scout of the Year, Saturday Pack – Jan Sacco
Cub Scout of the Year, Seeonee Pack – Jake Galea
Certificates of Merit were awarded to:
Venture Scouts:  Presley Clark and Karl Galea
Scouts:  Mattia Cassar, Jake Sacco and Joseph Mizzi
Cub Scouts: Jaiden Jo Formosa, Bernard Borg, Sven 
Zerafa, Warren Cauchi, Luca Schembri, Anthony 
Spiteri, Gabriel Grech, Adrian Hili, Francesco Mercieca 
and Andreas Tabone. 
Due to the current situation, the presentation 
ceremonies took place earlier during the week where 
each recipient was called individually to receive 
the award. A video of these presentations was then 
transmitted during the AGM.

Group Chairman Michael Grech presents a memento to Lorrie Saliba.

Outgoing GSL Lorrie Saliba addresses those present for the AGM

The outgoing Group Scout Leader Lorrie Saliba 
described his life as a member of the Group for the 
past 58 years, 30 of which as its Group Scout Leader. 
A video photo story with a collection of photos and 
activities spanning these years was then shown. On 
behalf of Council members and leaders, the Group 
Chairman, Michael Grech thanked Lorrie Saliba for 
these long years of total commitment and selfless 
dedication and exemplary behaviour. As a gesture 

Group photo of the Scouters and Council members and the two GSLs

continued overleaf...
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The outgoing GSL Lorrie Saliba and the new GSL Jesmond Scerri  
in front of the bust of the first GSL  

of the Victoria Scout Group, Joseph G. Grech

of thanks and gratitude, Mr Grech then presented 
a memento in silver of a miniature campsite which 
included a tent, a campfire, a flagpole and a figure of 
a Scout representing the outgoing GSL to Mr Saliba.
A short but very meaningful ceremony where Lorrie 
Saliba handed over the leadership of the Group to 
Jesmond Scerri followed. He wished him all the best 
in his new role and promised him his support. The new 
Group Scout Leader delivered a short speech where 
he promised to do his best and continue in the steps 
of his predecessors.

Part of the handing over ceremony where the blue epaulettes  
of a GSL are transferred

Following the official handover, Jesmond Scerri is now 
the 3rd Group Scout Leader in the history of the Victoria 
Scout Group since its inception in 1963.

VICTORIA SCOUT GROUP - 
SUPPORTERS ASSOCIATION

We would like to invite those of you who in some 
way form part of the Victoria Scout community to 
join our Group’s Supporters Association. 
This association has been sustaining the Victoria 
Scout Group since the Group’s inception. 
Through their annual paid membership, 
members make it possible for the Group to 
continue offering a varied enriching programme 
within the various sections. 
Membership is open to ex-scouts, parents and 
friends of the Group. Members receive the 
quarterly newsletter detailing all the activities 
of the Group as well as regular updates from 
the Group. 
To join, you just need to fill in the attached form 
and send it to the Group with a contribution 
of  €10 by post (or post it at HQ). Should you 
prefer, you may also complete the online form 
https://forms.gle/7X7mPY7sFwyUDfuZ7 (We 
will then contact you through e-mail with the 
group bank details.)
Paid members will receive their membership 
card by post.
We thank all those who have already accepted 
this invitation and encourage others to follow 
suit.
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From SPL (Senior Patrol Leader) in 1988 to GSL (Group 
Scout Leader) in 2021 – the writing was surely on the 
wall, wasn’t it?
From the time I joined the Group in 1987, Jesmond 
was always a high achiever as he progressed through 
the Group. The “Skip” (GSL Joe Grech) could obviously 
see Jesmond’s potential leadership skills when he was 
appointed SPL.
Once a Venture Scout, Jesmond became quite a 
traveller. I well remember the Ventures making an 
expedition to Mount Etna, Sicily. This was in the 
days when foreign travel wasn’t quite the norm. He 
also attended the World Scout Moot in Kandersteg, 
Switzerland, which I thought was very impressive.
Back in the 1990s, doing the training for the Wood 
Badge was a long drawn-out affair that involved a lot 
of toing and froing to Island Headquarters in Malta 
for training sessions, including overnight camping. I 
was fortunate to be there at the same time as Jesmond 
and, although we were in different groups, I admired 
the way he became the natural leader amongst his 
particular team.

� Welcome to our New GSL
● Betty Berry, former Cub Scout Leader and  
     presently a helper with the Packs

8. 7.2020 Betty Berry congratulates the newly elected  
GSL Jesmond Scerri and thanks the outgoing GSL Lorrie Saliba.

10.12.1995 GSL  Jesmond and his wife Christine on their wedding 
day (plus the GSL Lorrie and Akela Betty as helpers and the Victoria 

Scout Group in attendance).

March1990 (Left to right) Venture Scouts Jesmond Scerri, Jean Pierre 
Scerri and Lawrence Sciberras during the Basic Wood Badge Course 

held at Island Headquarters.

Over the years a stand out memory for me was the 
beautiful wedding at Mdina Cathedral, with Jesmond’s 
bride Christine smiling radiantly as she stepped from 
her car in a torrential downpour straight into a deep 
puddle. I gathered up the bottom of her dress to keep 
it out of the water and bless her, she never stopped 
smiling! It was a really special day.

After building his career and busy with marriage 
and family, it was great that he came back to take an 
increasing part in various roles in the Group. And what 
better news could we have had when he accepted to 
take over the challenging role of GSL – a perfect fit!

Gone Home
The Group would like to offer its condolences to:

•  ACSL David Mario Fenech and his family on the loss of his 
grandmother Ġuża Fenech. 

•  CSL Anita Muscat on the loss of her mother Kikka Cilia.

•  Former Assistant Scout Leader Renzo Curmi on the loss 
of his father Anġlu Curmi.

•  The family of Charles Attard who lost his life tragically in an 
accident at work at Dwejra. Till quite recently his son was 
a member of the Troop. Charles was a familiar face with 
the leaders. He used to offer his help and his truck to take 
down equipment to our camps and back to headquarters. 
He also used to help during the Group’s annual summer 
barbeque. Our thoughts and prayers go to his wife Mary 
and his children Dorothy and Christian.

May they rest in peace. Please remember them in your prayers.
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� GSL  Jesmond and I
● A reflection on our Scouting journey by  
     Lawrence Sciberras

GSL Jesmond and I were classmates at the Sacred 
Heart Minor Seminary Gozo and Scouts with the 
Group. As Scouts, we gradually progressed together 
through the Troop and the Unit until we both became 
Leaders with the Group. This is a reflection on our 
Scouting journey. 
I joined the Victoria Scout Group in December 1984 
when I was 13 years old. Jesmond was already a 
Scout when I joined but since his Patrol was full, I 
joined the Hound Patrol. My Patrol Leader was Lino 
Cordina and Jesmond was the Patrol Leader of the 
Peacock Patrol. The other two Patrols were the Horse 
Patrol and the Bulldog Patrol. I vividly remember my 
first activity. It was a hike to Ta’ Ġordan Lighthouse 
which marked the beginning of a long Scouting 
journey with the Victoria Scout Group - a journey 
which I do not regret embarking upon. 
I have very pleasant memories of my time as a Scout 
and I am sure that Jesmond will agree with me that 
our experience as Scouts with the Troop was very 
much marked by the teachings of the late Skip 
Joseph J. Grech, who apart from being our Scout 
Leader, was also the Group Scout Leader and the 
Scout Association of Malta’s Training Commissioner. 
Skip’s unequivocal devotion towards Scouting and 
his strict adherence to Scouting principles have 
certainly moulded our characters as young Scouts 
then. During our time as Scouts, Jesmond and I were 
passionate about badge work and we used to go to 
the old HQ to do badge work with Skip at least twice 
a week often then ending up playing table tennis 

Down Memory Lane – Scouting activities for Jesmond and Lawrence

July - August 1992- ASL Lawrence Sciberras and AVSL Jesmond 
Scerri attend the 9th World Scout Moot in Switzerland.

afterwards or, if more Scouts turned in, playing 
football at the old HQ’s majestic garden. 
When I was appointed Patrol Leader of the Hound 
Patrol Jesmond was appointed Senior Patrol Leader. 
He was an exemplary and hard-working SPL and 
quickly became a pivotal part in the development 
of Skip’s Troop training programme and with 
the organization of the Troop activities. I clearly 
remember the many activities held during our Troop 
years ranging from hikes to night hikes, cookouts, 
treasure hunts, pioneering projects, orienteering 
hikes, Patrol competitions including the Challenge 
Cup and the Cuschieri Trophy. The Patrol Leaders’ 
training camps organised by the Island HQ and which 
we both attended helped us in becoming better 
Patrol Leaders through the training we received on 
leadership and Scouting skills and the Patrol system. 
In particular, I also remember the outdoor training we 
did for the expeditions we were planning to do for the 
Advanced Scout Standard and the Chief Scout Award 

[Part 1]
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November 1993 - Presentation of the Wood Badge to  
VSL Jesmond Scerri and SL Lawrence Sciberras

November 1992 - Presentation of the Gold Awards for the President Awards Scheme by H.E. the President 
of Malta Dr Ċensu Tabone to ACSL Michael Refalo, SL Lawrence Sciberras and AVSL Jesmond Scerri

15.11.1992  ASL Lawrence Sciberras and AVSL Jesmond Scerri 
present a souvenir of the World Scout Moot to the GSL Lorrie Saliba

– Jesmond was the only one to have completed the 
Chief Scout Award before joining the Unit. 
The Easter and summer camps at Xwejni bay were 
certainly much awaited annual events which saw us 
experiencing outdoor adventure at its best through 
camping and the many activities we had - all of 
which encouraged the development of Scouting 
skills, character, and citizenship. The campsite at 
Xwejni was rather small but was enough as we 
were a small Group of not more than 40 members. I 
cannot forget to mention how certain camp practices 
were much different from today – camp food was 
ably prepared by GSL emeritus Lorrie Saliba, (who 
at that time was the Cub Scout Leader, the Camp 
Cook and the Camp Leader) in a small kitchen tent 
on old pressure stoves and in ex-Army British dixies. 
Camp light was solely dependent on how capable 
we were in lighting tilly lamps and hurricane lamps 
in time before dusk sets in. Latrine facilities were 
centred around a pit which we dug every morning, 
or in case of unusual activity, twice per day. Talking of 
pits, I remember once, while we were in the middle 
of the morning inspection, Skip noticed a Scout was 
emptying the kitchen’s filthy dishwashing pit with a 
mug. Such practice of course was strictly prohibited.  
After telling us how unhygienic this could be, when 
we started closing in, shockingly we realized that the 

Scout was unknowingly using Skip’s mug. One could 
image what the reaction of Skip was when he realised 
what was happening with his mug! Certainly, it was a 
lesson learnt for all of us.  
Like any other Scout, moving to the Venture Scouts 
Unit marked a special moment in our Scouting 
journey. Joining the Unit was something Jesmond 
and I looked forward to, as the Unit was a hive of 
outdoor activity with expeditions being regularly 
organised in Malta and abroad. Our Venture Scout 
Leader, Ing. George Cassar (who later was appointed 
as the Chief Scout of The Scout Association of Malta -  
presently he is the Honorary Secretary) and Assistant 
Venture Scout Leader Dr Martin Farrugia immediately 
put us to work by encouraging us to form part of the 
Unit’s Executive Committee and to start working on 
the Venture Award. During that time, the Unit was 
conducting several training activities in preparation 
for the Reynold`s Cup, which our Unit won several 
times. The Reynold`s Cup was a very challenging 
orienteering outdoor competition for participants 
from Venture Scout Units in Malta and Gozo, during 
which Scouting knowledge and skills were tested 
along a number of check points. During our period 
as Venture Scouts, the Unit organised many activities 
on a regular basis, most of which were expeditions 
in Malta and to Mount Etna in Sicily which of course 
required extensive outdoor training beforehand. 

During those years, a much-awaited activity was 
the grand BBQ at Ramla Bay, which was an annual 
fund-raising activity organised by the Unit. The BBQ 

was always attended 
by a large number 
of youths and was 
a source of income 
to our Unit – much 
needed as at that 
time the Unit was 
investing in abseiling 
equipment. Abseiling 
was a relatively new 
outdoor activity for 
the Unit which saw us 
venturing the heights 
of some wonderful 
valleys in Gozo. 
To be continued in the next issue
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In many respects Scouting is an 
expression of freedom, whereby 
Scouts are free to discover 
themselves, new friends and the 
beauty of nature. A year has passed, 
a year in which one might say we 
were anything but free. In spite of 
it all, as a Troop we have not only 
endured but we also learnt new 
ways to keep the Scouting flame 
alight. 
Troop meetings from January to 
March consisted predominantly 
of online meetings. Here Leaders 
tried their best to provide our 
Troop with a range of interesting 
topics and online games. Being 
prepared, meant that leaders were 
constantly required to take their 
tech savvy skills to the next level 
constantly searching for new ways 
to adapt and engage. As leaders 
we understood that after a week of 
online schooling most Scouts were 
fed up of staring at their computer 
screens and providing more of the 
same simply wouldn’t cut it. We 
must be doing something right as 
we have retained healthy Troop 
numbers and our absenteeism is 
negligible. 
For this period, online meetings 
ranged from tackling topics such as 
map reading, packing a rucksack, 
handling an axe, to following 
Group events such as the Annual 
Group Meeting and our traditional 
Via Crucis. A particular topic that 
dominated meetings from the 
end of February up to the end of 

� Troop  Report
● ASL Charles Tabone

March was the recently published 
Mountaineer Award. This book 
which is the comprehensive ‘bible’ 
of Scouting has it all, for those 
Scouts who wish to learn the ins 
and outs of Scouting. 
Between January and March we 
had the rare chance to hold three 
outdoor activities - a photo treasure 
hunt at Dwejra, a backwoods 
cooking activity in the limits of San 
Dimitri and Founder’s Day games 
at Qbajjar. The enthusiasm for such 
activities made it obvious that our 
Scouts were desperately missing 

outdoor activities. The look on their 
faces said it all, since our Scouts 
were finally in their element.  
As Leaders we dream of a time, 
hopefully not in the too distant 
future, when we can take off our 
masks and watch them burn in a 
symbolic campfire, thus marking 
the return of our freedoms. Yes, we 
have improvised and endured but 
as Scouts we know we are bound 
to nature and we cannot ignore its 
call. In the words of our founder, 
“The open-air is the real objective of 
Scouting and the key to its success.” 
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� Rover Crew Report
● R L Dr Christopher Micallef

“If you can find the time, can you 
please write the report for the 
Rovers for the next Newssheet? 
Period covers January to March. 
Thanks.”  

This is the quarterly reminder I 
receive from Akela Anita, for the 
Newssheet report from the Rover 
Crew.  I usually go through an 
overview of activities carried out by 
the Crew during the given period, 
but this year due to COVID-19 
none of the aforementioned events 
were permitted. Going through 
meetings that did not take place is 
quite an imaginary feat.  My easiest 
way out of this would be stopping 
at this and ending the report here. 
Thankfully, Scouting has taught us 
to adapt and stand up to challenges.  
Scouting instills in us, a never say 
die attitude.    One is taught not to 
give up at the first adverse event 
that pops up.  The past year has 
been the perfect example of this.  
In February 2020, the world was 
witnessing the initial catastrophic 
effects of this pandemic, while 
Malta was bracing itself for impact.  
Although at the back of our minds 
we knew that the inevitable 
lockdowns and restrictions were 
round the corner, we still dreamt 
of Easter Camp and made initial 
plans on how to proceed with 
the usual preparations.  Come 
March as the first reported cases 
of COVID-19 reached our shores 
(airports actually) and restrictions 
started to be announced, the 
Victoria Scout Group, as advised 
by the Health Authorities and Scout 
Association of Malta, decided to 
postpone forthcoming activities 
such as meetings of considerable 
number of members.  Scouters 
and council meetings followed by 
brainstorming exercises on how to 
keep the Scouting spirit alive while 
still abiding by the mitigations in 
place, took place regularly.  
The switch to ‘online Scouting’ was 
a reality we found ourselves facing 
as a Group as well.  After taking 
into consideration the professional 

advice provided, the Group 
decided that where possible, online 
meetings were to temporarily 
replace the usual weekly meetings 
that usually took place at our 
headquarters.  Some outdoor 
meetings were still taking place, 
keeping in mind the safety of those 
in attendance and respecting social 
distancing throughout.  During 
these times, the crew members 
helped the other sections in the 
best way possible.  
In the meantime a number of 
virtual initiatives were born out of 
all of this. Although with a twist, 
the group made it a point to keep 
its yearly appointments.  The Via 
Crucis was carried out online while 
a Camping at Home and Virtual 
Campfire were also planned.  All 
were a success and the Scouting 
spirit was once again the silver 
lining for most of us attending.  
As a ray of hope shone through the 
summer months and restrictions 
were slightly eased, the frequency 
of outdoor activities somewhat 
increased, yet with multiple 
restrictions and mitigations, in 
line with the advice of the health 
authorities.  

The final Group meeting which took 
place under strict precautionary 
measures, with very l imited 
members in attendance, was 
the stepping down of GSL Lorrie 
Saliba and the  handing over to 
our new GSL Jesmond Scerri at the 
Group’s Annual General Meeting 
which was also broadcasted online.  
Unfortunately as the number of 
cases rose again during the winter 
months meetings at our beloved 
Headquarters were very limited.  Yet 
the brotherhood of Scouting lived 
on in every member of our group 
and many other groups throughout 
the world as we maintained contact 
through newly discovered platforms 
which have enabled the Scouting 
beacon to shine on.   It’s been a year 
like no other, but it doesn’t have to 
stop young people from seeking 
adventures. Life does not have to stop 
at a failed plan A. Elevate your bright 
ideas to the platform they deserve.
As Scouts, we have to be prepared 
for what is next and embrace 
current adversities as part of our 
everyday life. Only then can we 
move on.  The work of today is 
the history of tomorrow, and we 
are its makers.

Congratulations!
♦	Congratulations to Scout Sean Spiteri for placing first in an international 

competition organized by science teachers as part of the Erasmus 
programme and eTwinning TwinSpace. Student competitors from Malta, 
Spain and Italy had to design a logo with the theme - The Importance of Being a 
Scientist. Sean’s design has now been adopted as the logo of the project and will be 
printed on a face mask.

♦	Congratulations to Cub Scout Lucas Debono, one of the winners of the Best 
Christmas Card Competition organised by the Visual and Performing Arts School and 
the Gozo Ministry. The cards were then printed and distributed around households 
in Gozo. Well done to other Cubs and Scouts who also took part in this competition. 

♦	Well done to Cub Scout Matthew Aquilina for being awarded a Certificate of 
Merit for his participation in a national competition, the MICAS (Malta International 
Contemporary Art Space) Design a Mask Challenge. This challenge was also one 
of the Cub Scout challenges. 
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D u r i n g  a n o t h e r 
meeting, as part of 
their badge work, 
with the help of 
photographer Daniel 
C i l i a ,  t h e  C u b s 
virtually revisited 
one of our island’s 
prehistoric sites, the 
Ġgantija Temples, a 
World Heritage Site. 
They became familiar 
with its history and its 
artefacts – each one 
narrating its own story 
and bearing witness 
to Malta’s distant past.

Although physical meetings especially outdoor ones 
are the ideal for Scouts, in this less than ideal period, 
we have to make do with what is possible and think of 
the different possibilities at our disposal. And though 
COVID-19 may have changed the way we do things, 
we have to say, the past 3 months of online meetings 
have been anything but dull.
The Packs welcomed 2021 by holding a joint meeting 
with the ‘lupetti’ of the Branco Rosso Fiore from 
Perugia, Italy. Cub leaders and members of both 
Packs had met in Gozo in 2018 and they remained in 
contact. The two Packs shared Christmas traditions 
and food, pictures of Christmas decorations in their 
respective countries and activities within the Packs. We 
were also very lucky to get a glimpse of the Befana 
(the old woman who delivers gifts to Italian children 
on the eve of Epiphany) on her visit to Raksha Loiusa’s 
home. This joint meeting was a new and enjoyable 
experience for both Packs.
A talent show was held during the Carnival meeting. 
There were recitals by various instruments and lots of 
other presentations.   During Founder’s Day meeting, 
there were quizzes, videos and games all related to 
our founder, Lord Baden-Powell. 

� Saturday Pack  and 
   Seeonee Pack
● CSL Anita Muscat

Meeting with the Italian Cubs – Raksha Louisa, Irma,  
Davide and Daniele

An activity for Founder’s Day

Sven and his Nutella roll-ups and 
dyed eggs.

During another meeting close to Easter, the Cubs 
prepared some Nutella/jam/peanut butter roll-ups. 
There was nothing virtual about these snacks. This 
was the real thing and across the screens you could 
see the Cubs literally licking their lips and fingers and 
wherever else some spot of that delicious spread 
lingered. While the roll-ups were cooking, they tie-
dyed an egg. The results were all different but equally 
beautiful.  Another activity for Easter was a photo 
scavenger hunt where the Cubs and their families 
had to locate a number of objects or locations around 
Gozo.
Following the encouraging response for an earlier 
edition, a new set of challenges was launched. So 
far they Cubs have prepared a craft from an empty 
toilet paper roll, found another use for a plastic 
container, created a musical instrument and some 
fantastic lava lamps, designed a face mask as part 
of a national competition and created a crucifix in 
preparation for Easter.

Hello Mrs Tiggywinkle and mummy Bagheera Betty.

Bagheera’s nature corner ventured into pastures new. 
Now, with Bagheera Betty as a registered Wildlife 
Rescue officer with Nature Trust, the Cubs get to share 

continued...



VICTORIA SCOUT GROUP     •   April 2021
11

And now it’s time to visit the Ġgantija Temples,  
a World Heritage site.

Thanks to online meetings, the Packs and their leaders 
remained close together while being apart. Full 
attendance is the norm and badgework is booming 
in out-of-meeting sessions. We thank God for our 
blessings as we still have our Packs, our leaders and 
all our Cubs. Other groups in Malta and overseas have 
not been so lucky. 

continued...

her rescue missions and view first hand those animals 
which she is nursing back to health at her home before 
their release back into the wild. Her recent wards have 
been a series of hedgehogs. 

And now what are the Cubs up to? Now you see them and now you 
don’t. Oh, they are playing Rikki says.

Hopefully the situation will improve in the near 
future but in the meantime, we aim to keep on 
Scouting………. in whatever way we can. We will keep 
on doing our best.

While most of the Scouting activities were on hold, 
our Venture Scout Unit still managed to meet on 
a number of occasions. While abiding by health 
authority protocols of social distance and mask 
wearing, we still organised several activities which 
were both fun and of service. 

� Venture Unit  Report
● VSL Jesmond Scerri

Treasure 
Hunt
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January was mostly quiet since only one outdoor 
activity was organised. Despite this, throughout this 
month, the Unit undertook one of the most important 
tasks, namely, maintenance at headquarters. For the 
first meeting of the year, we organized a photo hunt 
around Victoria. One meeting was dedicated to the 
removal and storage of the few Christmas decorations 
which had been put up in December. Other meetings 
were focused on maintenance and cleaning. For 
such work to be carried out, the Unit was split into 
small groups who met at different times to ensure 
the health and safety of all those involved. This much 
needed work also served as preparation for several 
activities including the Annual General Meeting 
(AGM). Although the physical presence of guests was 
very restricted, due to COVID protocols, this year the 
AGM was broadcasted live on the Group’s Facebook 
page. This posed new challenges, requiring extra 
preparations and testing, all of which was carried out 
by members of the Unit. Well done Ventures!

February, on the contrary, was nearly all outdoors. 
On two occasions we joined the Troop and offered 
our support. Since each Patrol was considered a 
separate bubble and they could not mix together, 
the Venture Scouts helped out the Troop Leaders, 
where they assisted the Patrols according to the 
established Troop procedures. The highlight of the 

month was the Founder’s Day hike. Throughout this 
outdoors activity while maintaining social distance 
and wearing masks at all times, we hiked from 
Mġarr Harbour to Daħlet Qorrot Bay, stopping for 
a cook-out at Daħlet Qorrot and ending the hike at 
the Nadur Square. 

That happened to be one of our final physical 
outdoor meetings for a while, since March brought 
us back online. Hence, we had to adapt and come 
up with different methods which enable us to keep 
moving forward with our programme. In spite of all 
this, spirits were kept high with online games and 
Karaoke!

We are all missing being together and outdoors. 
In fact, we had already started planning for  our 
annual Easter Camp. However these plans were 
immediately abandoned when the local COVID-19 
situation worsened. This decision was responsibly 
taken by the Group, even before the restrictions 
were introduced by the health authorities.

We are all eagerly looking forward to the possibility 
of going on expeditions, hiking, cooking together 
and most of all, camping once again. Until all this 
becomes a safe possibility, we will do our best to 
prepare ourselves, so when the time comes, we will 
be ready! 

Founder’s Day hike  
and cook-out


