
NB: Instead of my usual report, this time I thought it fitting to pay tribute 
to the person who is behind all that is the Victoria Scout Group as we 
know it today – Joseph G. Grech, known as Skip. This is the speech in his 
honour which I read during the ceremony of the unveiling of his bust at 
headquarters held on Saturday 19th  September 2020. The speech was 
delivered in Maltese. We are proposing it in English for the sake of our 
non-Maltese readers.
Honourable Minister, Your Excellency Bishop of Gozo, Mr Mayor, Chief 
Scout, Chief Commissioner, Group Patron, distinguished guests, Group 
officials as well parents, supporters and members who are following 
this ceremony on the social media, greetings.
Today my dream that Mr Joseph G. Grech would have a memorial in 
his honour has become a reality. On the very day that he died, this 
idea came to mind and since then I have been working hard to make 
it happen. I feel doubly satisfied that the bust now stands in this hall, 
which is named after his mother Ġorġa Grech, whose picture is also 
found in this hall. I feel that this is the ideal place for this memorial 
which commemorates the life and work of Group Scout Leader Grech. GSL delivers his speech  

at the unveiling ceremony.
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I have known Joe my entire life. Our first encounter 
happened when, as an 8 year old in 1963, I joined the 
Cub Scout section of the new Scout Group. I used to 
live just in front of the old headquarters and 4 of my 
brothers were already members, amongst whom my 
oldest brother Nazinu, who together with Joe was 
instrumental in setting up the Victoria Scout Group.   
When you are young, you certainly are not aware of 
what managing a Group entails and you tend to take 
everything for granted. But once I reached Scout age, 
I began to notice certain qualities in this person who 
was like a second father to us. We used to spend a lot 
of time at hadquarters and so his influence began to 
leave its mark on our character formation. 
During that time, I was in awe of Skip. Just one look 
was enough to express his displeasure and we would 
realise we were on the wrong track. Skip taught my 
fellow Scouts and myself a lot of the  practicalities of 
everyday life but he also taught us a lot of other things 
which helped us brave hardships and face situations 
which our future life threw in our path. The Scouting 
which Joe offered us was the traditional Scouting, 
based on Lord Baden-Powell’s original model.Others 
who have known Skip throughout the years can testify 
to this. Some of these persons are present here today 
and many others are following on social media from 
home. 
Amongst a myriad of Scouting experiences which I 
shared with Joe, I would like to point out my first trip 
abroad as a Scout. In 1975, we attended NordJamb 
75, the World Scout Jamboree held in Norway. On 
that occasion, the two of us represented the Scout 
Association of Malta. As a result of that experience, 
I became aware of the international dimension of 
Scouting and what we call the Brotherhood of Scouting. 
During that Jamboree, I made friends with certain 
Scouts with whom I am still in contact to this very day.
As the years went by, the relationship between Skip as 
a leader and myself as a member gradually changed 
into a sincere and everlasting friendship. He began to 

Skip Joe Grech and GSL Lorrie Saliba (in the centre) get ready to 
leave for the Jamboree in Norway.

May 1991 - Skip Joseph G. Grech appoints Lorrie Saliba  
as Group Scout Leader.

pass on certain posts of responsibility. I started off as 
an Assistant Scout Leader, then as an Acting Assistant 
Cub Scout Leader and finally ended up as Cub Scout 
Leader. It was an invaluable experience. 
The greatest shock in my life came when one day I 
joined him in his office. He was there on his own. He 
told me we needed somebody to replace him. This 
statement left me speechless. I did not know what to 
expect. After a short pause, he explained that he had 
to relinquish his post as Group Scout Leader because 
he had been appointed Chief Commissioner of the 
Scout Association of Malta. It was very difficult for me 
to accept this situation because I could never imagine 
our Group without him at its helm. Once I got over 
the initial shock, he looked at me and asked whether 
I would be willing to take over the position of Group 
Scout Leader. This proposal terrified me but he insisted 
he knew me well enough and manged to convince 
me that I had gained enough experience to be able 
to take his place.
Throughout all my years as GSL, he never interfered 
with any decision I took. And even when he was the 
Chief Commissioner, he never abandoned our Group. 
Whenever the need arose, he was always there to 
lend an attentive ear and pass on a word of invaluable 
advice.
He was never one to be effected by fame and honour 
and when I proposed he become the first Group Patron, 
initially he vehemently refused the offer. This time it 
was my turn to convince him because I felt he really 
merited such an honour. This was the Group’s thank 
you gesture in his regard. 
Joe and I share a lot of memories and I feel really proud 
that at present I am the only person who was there at 
the inception of the Group and am still a member of 
the same Group. I got to know Skip many years ago and 
together we shared so many unforgettable moments 
as Scouts. Therefore it was comforting to also be with 
him at his deathbed and share his last moments. 
I would like to conclude by thanking all those who 
contributed towards this bust. Special thanks go to his 
brother George and his family. Without your input, it 
would have been very difficult for the Group to finance 
the project and for my dream to materialise. This bust 
will ensure that the memory of this remarkable person, 
Group Scout Leader Joseph G. Grech will remain 
alive in the hearts and minds of present and future 
generations of Scouts within the Victoria Scout Group.

cont....from front pageFrom the From the Group Scout LeaderGroup Scout Leader
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Scouting celebrates a centenary of unity, friendship, 
learning and adventures provided by the Jamborees 
over the past 100 years.
Scouting started in 1907. Lord Baden-Powell’s idea of 
bringing together Scouts from different nations and 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of the first Scout camp 
on Brownsea Island had to be postponed because of 
the First World War. In 1920, the first ever World Scout 
Jamboree was held in London. 8000 Scouts from 34 
countries took part.
Since then, every 4 years except during the 1940s 
because of the 2nd World War and in 1979, when the 
Jamboree scheduled to take place in Iran had to be 
cancelled due to political unrest and was replaced 
by a series of World Scout Camps, 24 Jamborees 
have been held. A special edition, the 9th World Scout 
Jamboree also known as the Jubilee Jamboree, 
was held in the UK in 1957 to coincide with 2 very 

The World Scout Jamboree is 100 years old! 

important Scouting milestones, the 50th anniversary 
of Scouting worldwide and the centenary of Baden 
Powell’s birth. The last Jamboree was that held last 
year, 2019, in the United States, with around 45,000 
participants from over 150 countries. (NB: Our group 
was represented in this edition by 17 members.) 
During a Jamboree, Scouts meet new people, live side 
by side with different languages, religions, cultures 
and traditions, develop skills for life, form friendships 
which last a lifetime, share unique experiences 
and learn about the challenges facing our world. 
Scout Jamborees have become one of the largest 
international youth events in the world.
Those who have participated in one of them can 
consider themselves very lucky indeed. And there are 
quite a few members in our group who fall under this 
category. They are the lucky ones. 
(info taken from the site of the World Organisation of the Scout Movement – WOSM)

A few flashbacks from past Jamborees, starting from the very first one in 1920 to the one held last year in the USA

Bishop Mario Grech sent a letter of thanks to the Group in respect of a travelling 
bag which the Group gave him at the end of his term as Bishop of Gozo.
Mgr Grech said that this gift was typical of Scouts whose motto is “Be Prepared”. 
Since life is a journey, one should never stop moving forward and should always 
have his bags ready for the next step forward. 
The Bishop recalled several occasions when he visited the group – at 
headquarters, at camp and during special occasions. He said he would cherish 
these memories as much as he cherishes another gift the Group had given him 
when he was installed as a bishop 15 years ago. This consisted of the Scout 
painting, the Pathfinder, which depicts a Scout with the hand of Christ on his 
shoulder to emphasise the spiritual dimension of Scouting.

The bishop’s letter

Bishop Mario Grech’s thank you letter     
 by CSL Anita Muscat

He encouraged the group to keep instilling in its members a love for the environment. The Bishop compared nature to an 
open book with lots of pages full of teachings about God and our fellow humans. Unfortunately, many people are tearing 
up a lot of pages out of this book. 
The Bishop thanked GSL Lorrie Saliba for his untiring effort and dedication and saluted the other leaders, all the members 
of the Group and their families. 

Point to Ponder with the Editor            Point to Ponder with the Editor            Anita Muscat

November 2006 - 90 years of Scouting in
Gozo - Thanksgiving mass - GSL Lorrie 

Saliba presents a painting of the 
Pathfinder to H.E. Bishop Mario Grech.
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Following the easing off of some restrictions for Scout activities, it was 
decided that after a very long period of not meeting physically, an 
outdoor activity could be held. So at the beginning of July a hike was 
planned for both Cub Scout Packs.
This hike took the Cubs through Wied Binġemma and ended in Ramla. 
There was a very good turnout and both leaders and Cub Scouts were 
very happy to meet again.
At Ramla the Cubs were able to see the turtle nest and could also watch 
Bagheera Betty take readings for the ambient and sand temperatures, 
humidity levels and other details which were being recorded twice daily 
by the Nature Trust volunteers (amongst whom are Bagheera Betty, Rikki 
Edith and Akela Anita) who are monitoring the nest  24/7.
Meetings stopped later on in July. We are now waiting for further 
developments re the COVID-19 situation and instructions as to how and 
when we can resume our meetings. What we can promise our Cubs is 
that in one way or another we will be back!

There has to be a lunch break during any hike…….

A hiking we will go ……

REPORT
PackPackSeeonee 

SATURDAY &

by CSL Anita Muscat

At the turtle nest in 
Ramla, Bagheera Betty 
explains  what data 
the instruments will be 
recording.  q



VICTORIA SCOUT GROUP     •   September  2020
5

As part of the project “Going Green”, a project financed by 
the Ministry for Gozo NGO Assistance Scheme 2020, while 
at camp at Dwejra, a Natura2000 Unesco Heritage site, the 
Victoria Venture Scouts used the clean energy produced 
by solar panels and the energy efficient led lighting, while 
experimenting on the best lighting for camp.
As part of this project, they also carried out a clean-up in 
the valley as one of the camp activities, with the aim of 
keeping this sensitive site as clean as possible.
As part of the same project and grant by the Ministry for 
Gozo, the Group received a GRP Enclosure to enhance 
its camp lighting system. This will continue to offer a safe 
environment at camp. 

On July 9th, GSL Lorrie Saliba and AGSL Jesmond 
Scerri attended the presentation ceremony for 
the “Energy to Voluntary Organisations Scheme” 
together with other 45 voluntary organisations. 
Through this scheme, the Victoria Scout Group 
will be installing a number of Solar Panels at its 
headquarters. GSL Lorrie was also interviewed 
by a television crew.

by VSL Jesmond ScerriGoing Green

#We will do our best for the environment.Solar Panels at headquarters
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The name of Joseph G Grech is synonymous with the 
Victoria Scout Group. Skip was instrumental in the 
setting up of the Group in 1963. He served as its first 
Group Scout Leader from its inception till 1990, when 
he was appointed Chief Commissioner of the Scout 
Association of Malta.

Saturday 19th September 2020
Unveiling of the bust of Joseph G. Grech known as Skip

After this appointment, he remained an active member 
of the Group council and was always ready to give a 
word of advice to whoever needed it. 
All over Gozo, Skip was well known and respected in 
various circles but his great love remained Scouting 
and his ‘baby’, the Victoria Scout Group. Skip was also 
a member of various other Gozitan organisations. For 
various years, he was the President and the CEO of the 
Gozo Business Chamber. 
His untimely death in September 2018 sent us all in 
shock. He who was ever present in all our activities 
would not be mingling with us any more. We would not 
see his familiar and very welcome face at headquarters, 
at camp, at our fundraising activities etc, etc. again.
So when the Group Scout Leader, Lorrie Saliba came up 
with the idea of putting a bust of Skip at headquarters, 
everyone welcomed the idea. In this way, he would 
return to the place he loved and the present and future 
generations of Scouts would remember this person 
who dedicated his life to Scouting and who meant so 

GSL Lorrie Saliba and Skip’s nephew Thomas Grech unveil the bust.

by CSL Anita Muscat
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much to our group. For the past 2 years GSL has been 
working hard to make it happen.
Due to the present restrictions because of COVID – 19, 
the number of guests physically present at headquarters 
was quite limited. Present were H.E. Mgr Anton Teuma, 
Bishop of Gozo, the Minister for Gozo Clint Camilleri, the 
Chief Scout and the Chief Commissioner of the Scout 
Association of Malta Reuben Lanfranco and Anton Pisani 
respectively, the Group Patron Dr Giovan Pace, Mr Josef 
Schembri, Mayor of Victoria and a few Council members 
and leaders. Members of Skip’s family were also present.
Since Scouts, parents and supporters (local and overseas) 
could not be invited to headquarters, the whole 
ceremony was streamed live on the Group’s Facebook 
page and thus the event had a much wider audience. 
The unveiling ceremony took place on Saturday 19th 
September 2020. The bust in bronze is the work of 
young Gozitan artist Manuel Farrugia. It was cast at the 
Domus Dei 1963 foundry in Rome.  
In their speeches, the Group Scout Leader Lorrie 
Saliba, the Group Council Chariman Michael Grech 
and the Group librarian Carm Cachia all narrated their 

recollections of Skip’s life – his hopes, the difficulties he 
encountered in setting up the Victoria Scout Group, the 
various initiatives taken so that the Group could continue 
to function, and his vision for his beloved Scout Group 
and for Gozo.  
The Bishop of Gozo blessed the bust. The Group Council 
Treasurer, Gino Mizzi then presented a donation to 
the Bishop, which donation could be used for charity 
purposes. The Minister for Gozo, the Bishop and the 
sculptor were each presented with a copy of the book, 
narrating the history of the Group, by its author Carm 
Cachia. 
A representative of the Catenians Group, Gozo presented 
GSL with a donation towards the bust. Skip was a member 
of this association. 
A pleasant surprise was then in store for the Group Scout 
Leader. A portrait of the GSL was presented to him by 
the artist Manuel Farrugia .
Well done Manuel for both the sculpture and the 
painting. 
And well done to all who were involved the preparations 
for this evening.

From right to left: Group Council Chairman Michael Grech, Skip’s 
niece Josephine Grech, Skip’s nephew Thomas Grech and his wife, 

GSL Lorrie Saliba and the sculptor Manuel Farrugia.

From right to left: Group Council Chairman Michael Grech, the 
Minister for Gozo, the Hon. Clint Camilleri, H.E. the Bishop of Gozo 

Mgr Anton Teuma and the GSL Lorrie Saliba

 From right to left: Chief Commissioner Anton Pisani, Chief Scout 
Captain Reuben Lanfranco, former Chief Scout Kenneth DeMartino, 

GSL Lorrie Saliba and Group Council Chairman Michael Grech

Group librarian Carm Cachia donates a copy of the book narrating the 
history of the Group to H.E. the Bishop of Gozo Mgr Anotn Teuma.

Sculptor Manuel Grech 
presents the portrait to 
the GSL Lorrie Saliba.
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July 1963 - Bishop Joseph Pace inaugurates and blesses the new 
Scout headquarters.

February 1964 - Chief Scout of the Commonwealth Sir Charles 
Maclean presents The Thanks Badge to Mrs Ġorġa Grech.

A Maltese proverb says: 
L-Għerf ikattar il-gid. - (Wisdom generates wealth.)

Honourable Minister, Your Excellency the Bishop of Gozo, 
Mr Mayor, Chief Scout, Chief Commissioner, Group 
Patron, distinguished guests, Group officials as well as 
parents, supporters and members who are following 
these proceedings on social media, greetings. I extend 
my greetings to our English-speaking friends who are 
following us on social media. Please bear with me while 
I share this remarkable story.
I feel honoured that the Group Scout Leader Lorrie Saliba 
chose me to deliver this speech and narrate what I know 
about Joseph G. Grech. I consider myself lucky to have 
been his friend and a member of the Group of which he 
was such a committed and dedicated leader.
If I were to go into detail about the life of Joe Grech, whom 
we call Skip, it would take me forever. Therefore I will 
focus on the most important aspects of his life and work.
I would like to explain the origin of the title Skip. We called 
him Skip because he was our skipper, our Scout leader 
and we would follow his advice and instructions blindly, 
as did our parents who entrusted their children in his care. 
Joe became part of the Scouting world, when as a boy, 
he became a Wolf Cub in the Salesian Boy Scout Group 
at the Oratory Don Bosco in Victoria. It seems as if he 
liked what Scouting had to offer because he moved on 
from Cub to Scout to Senior Scout and eventually to 
Rover Scout.  But although he was progressing well in his 
personal life as a Scout, the same cannot be said for what 
was happening to his group. Except for an occasional 
hike or a parade, members were not being allowed to 
organise those activities which are synonymous with 
Scouting. This state of matters resulted in a group of 
Rovers, who, somewhat unwillingly, left the group and, 
under Joe’s guidance, attempted to reform the Victoria 
Scout Group, a Group which had ceased to function 
sometime following World War II. 
Attempting to form a new group in the 1950s and 1960s 
was no easy feat because it involved convincing both civil 
and ecclesiastical authorities about your good intentions. 
Skip also had to convince the Scout Association of Malta. 
This was an arduous task but Joe plunged into it body and 
soul. At the age of 22, he had to face the Commissioner 
for Gozo who was also the Scout District Commissioner 
for Gozo as well as His Excellency Bishop Joseph Pace and 
he managed to convince both about his and his friends’ 
‘honourable’ intentions. The application for setting up 
the present Victoria Scout Group was submitted in April 

In memory of Skip,  
Joseph G. Grech – Part 1

Group Librarian Carm Cachia delivered this speech in 
Maltese on the occasion of the unveiling of Skip’s bust. 
For the benefit of our English speaking readers, we are 
providing this version. 

July 1963 - Skip Joseph G. Grech and the Group members celebrate 
the setting up of the new Scout Group.
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December 1963 - A hike for the older members of the group

1963 and the Group opened its doors in the following 
July. It was the bishop himself who officially blessed the 
group and its headquarters. From that day onwards, the 
Group never looked back.
However between deciding to open a group and actually 
doing it are two totally different things.  The first major 
hurdle was the headquarters for the group. Mrs Ġorġa 
Grech, Skip’s mum saved the day in this regard. She 
accepted her son’s request and ‘temporarily’ offered 
her house in Għajn Qatet Street to be used by the group 
without demanding any financial compensation.  This 
‘temporary’ loan ultimately meant 27 years and she 
never returned back there because by the time the group 
left, she had passed away. All she received for her noble 
gesture was The Thanks Badge which the Chief Scout 
of the Commonwealth, Sir Charles Maclean presented 
her with during a visit to Gozo. I would like to point out 
that this house was an ideal headquarters because of its 
large garden where all sort of Scouting activities such as 
cooking on open fires, pioneering projects and even tent 
pitching could be held. 
Slowly but surely, the Group started to find its feet. All 
activities were held in accordance to the Scout method 
and tradition with regular meetings, camps held at least 
twice annually, hikes, cooking outdoors and all the rest. 
Skip was the Group’s administrator but the Group needed 
funds to buy equipment and other things necessary for 
its day to day running. The Group Council was therefore 
set up. Skip again showed foresight and an excellent 
acumen when he invited as members certain persons 
which were prominent figures in the Gozitan society and 
who were able to come up with innovative ideas for fund-
raising. The Group Council was always made up of hard 
working members who raised funds through dinners, 
lotteries and so many other activities. The Group became 
well known for its dinners and these were very popular 
with the English residents on Gozo. These residents later 
became supporters. The present GSL has followed on the 
same lines and the same can be said of today’s Council 
members.
To keep parents, supporters and friends of the Group up 
to date with what was going on, Skip began to publish 
a quarterly News Sheet. At first, Skip used to type all the 
articles on his military Imperial typewriter and then we 
would make copies by manually revolving the drums 
of the Gestetner machine to save on expenses. This 

News Sheet is still published today albeit in a different 
and in a more expensive format. This magazine was an 
invaluable source of information when I was writing the 
book narrating the history of the Group on the occasion 
of its 50th Anniversary. 
After finishing his work day at school, Skip used to open 
headquarters from 5 to 8pm daily and we would go there 
every day. He would organise meetings on Friday, a hike 
on Saturday and we would be back at headquarters on 
Sunday from 9 till noon. Skip provided a lot of games 
amongst which were table tennis and table soccer.
What was so surprising about Skip was the way he 
maintained discipline. He taught us to take good care 
of ourselves and to be respectful towards everyone. He 
insisted on punctuality and on an impeccable uniform. 
However he never raised his voice when we misbehaved 
or disobeyed rules and really needed an admonishment. 
A look or a calm explanation was enough to bring us back 
to our senses and help us realize where we had erred. 
This caution was soon followed by a smile. And whenever 
something went wrong, the only words he uttered were 
“Il-marelli!” (Oh no!) To be continued……….

Packs
Aquilina Matthew – Bagheera, Artist
Chini Jonathan – Bagheera
Cutajar Gabriel – Baloo
Formosa Jake Christian – Bagheera
Galea Jake – Musician 
Grech Gabriel – Our Earth
Kravchenko Andriy – Baloo
Mercieca Francesco Julian – Weather Lore, Astronomer
Mzzi Loren – Raksha, Craftsman
Puglisi Gabriele – Kaa, Craftsman, Artist
Sacco Isaac – Raksha, Artist
Sacco Jan – Bagheera, Scientist
Schembri Luca – Raksha
Spiteri Jordi – Bagheera
Spiteri Luke – Bagheera
Tabone Andreas – Baloo, People and Places, Collector, Craftsman, 
Artist, Hobbies
Zerafa Sven - Bagheera

#Scout at home badge – Cubs
Apap Liam, Borg Bernard, Camilleri Thomas, Cauchi Warren, Chini 
Jonathan, Cutajar Gabriel, Formosa Jaiden Jo, Formosa Jake 
Christian, Galea Jake, Grech Gabriel, Hili Adrian, Mercieca Francesco 
Julian, Mifsud Glenn, Mizzi Loren, Puglisi Gabriele, Sacco Isaac, 
Sacco Jan, Schembri Luca, Spiteri Anthony, Spiteri Jordi, Spiteri 
Luke, Tabone Andreas and Sven Zerafa 
#Scout at home badge –Scouts
Azzopardi Ludvic, Borg Geordie, Cauchi Karl, Cassar Mattia, Grech 
Jacob, Mizzi Simon, Refalo Michael, Sacco Jake, Scerri Juan, Spiteri 
Sean, Theuma Scerri Tyler, Sultana Paolo, Vassallo Gary and Zammit 
Maurice
#Scout at home badge – Ventures
Richard Caruana, Darren Cassar, Presley Clark, Karl Galea, Matthew 
Grech, Adrian Mercieca, James Mizzi and Samuel Xerri

Awards and Badges – July to September 2020
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Rover Scout Leader 
Christopher Micallef
It is the perception of many that 
life reaches a climax when one 
graduates from University. Well, 
I hate to break it to you but life 
has nothing to do with University. 
Without removing any weight from 
a University degree, life would have 
just started. 
After graduating from University of 
Malta in 2015 as a Medical Doctor, 
I was just about to embark on the 
above mentioned thought process, 
until I presented for my first day on 
the job. Then I got a reality check. 
Sharing experiences with others 
(patients and colleagues), helping 
and serving others, as I was so 
correctly taught within the Scouting 
movement, was an experience 
one does not read about in the 
textbooks. Once reality strikes, one 
learns that further challenges lie 
ahead, and it is a matter of dealing 
with them in the most appropriate 
way. Following 2 years rotating 
as a foundation year doctor and 
after 3 years training in psychiatry 
I stumbled upon the opportunity 
to join the Armed Forces of Malta 
(AFM) as a Medical Officer, while 
nurturing my special interest in 
Mental Health. 
Since July 2020, I have been 
commissioned by HE President 
of Malta, Dr G Vella, as a Surgeon 
Lieutenant within the AFM. Like 
every other decision in life, there is 
a choice to make. Leaving behind 
friends and colleagues in my 
previous work place was never an 
easy decision to make. The process 
leading to taking this decision was 
not as easy as it looks. Transitioning 
to the work environment within the 
AFM was a straightforward move 
given my background in Scouting 
and the supportive environment 

one finds within the Armed Forces 
of Malta. 
Being a medical officer within the 
AFM is giving me the opportunity 
to undertake various roles including 
aspects of primary care, occupational 
medicine, sports/musculoskeletal 
medicine, expeditionary medicine, 
psychiatry, prehospital medicine 
and acute care. 
The AFM medical centre located at 
Luqa Barracks is presently run by 4 
medical officers, 2 nursing officers, 
5 medical assistants (of whom 
2 are qualified phlebotomists), 
an ambulance driver and a 
physiotherapist. Each of the four 
medical officers holds a special 
interest/speciality these being 
sports medicine, surgery, psychiatry 
and emergency medicine. 
Nowadays, the AFM medical 
centre is offering a diversification 
of services which have developed 
following recommendations of the 
current Principal Medical Officer 
Surgeon Lieutenant Colonel Dr 
Matthew Psaila. All individuals 
considering joining the AFM have 
to be medically screened according 
to established and approved 
medical criteria. Such strict criteria 
are in place in view of the high 
physical requirements the AFM 
personnel may face during their 
military careers. A Sports Clinic and 
Mental Wellness Clinic are held on a 
weekly basis, together with regular 
aviation and maritime certification 
required by AFM personnel to carry 
out their respective duties. Together 
with the AFM personnel working 

Medical Officer in the AFM within the medical centre, other 
locums attend the medical centre 
on a weekly basis to ameliorate the 
services provided to our soldiers. 
These include a Sports Medicine 
Specialist, 3 podiatrists and a 
Social Worker in collaboration with 
Employee Support Program. 
The above mentioned clinical 
setting together with further 
support offered by the medical 
centre personnel during parades, 
details and rescue missions entails 
the life of a Medical Officer within 
the AFM. Together we strive to 
continue improving on the current 
foundations which have been set 
up. Our aim is to provide optimal 
care for our personnel in every 
circumstance possible in the best 
way possible, while maintaining an 
evidence based approach.
My message to our members and 
readers is simple. Be prepared for the 
opportunities that may present in life. 
Take on the challenges that enable 
you to live your dreams.

The Hon. Clint Camilleri, Minister for Gozo
H.E Mons Anton Teuma, Bishop of Gozo
Capt Reuben Lanfranco, Chief Scout
Mr Anton Pisani, Chief Commissioner
Mr Kenneth DeMartino, former Chief Scout
Mr Josef Schembri, Mayor of Victoria
Dr Giovan Pace, Group Patron

Visitors to 
headquarters

The Minister for Gozo Dr Clint Camilleri 
and the Bishop of Gozo Mgr Anton 

Teuma sign the visitors’ book.
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by Venture Scout James Mizzi

Venture Unit
Report

 The Ventures are off on a hike.

Unit’s summer camp

Thou shalt not go hungry ……

night we held a small campfire 
where we sang songs, narrated 
stories, laughed a lot and enjoyed 
ourselves very much!
Even though certain measures had 
to be taken, and the camp was on 
a smaller scale than usual, we still 
enjoyed the full summer camp 
experience!

Although not as grand as in 
previous years, during this strange 
and different time, Summer Camp 
2020 was still held for the Unit. You 
could say that this year’s camp was 
a “miniaturised” version of previous 
camps, as there was everything a 
camp can offer but on a smaller 
scale!
Instead of the usual ridge tents 
which can hold up to 14 people, we 
used hike tents which accommodate 
only 2. Even the dining shelter was 
reduced to a small tent, just so 
the Ventures could fit in it. This is 
because there were fewer people 
than in previous camps (never 
exceeding 20).
Instead of 1 week of camping 
we only had 3 days. However we 
managed to pack a lot of activities 
in these days. We went swimming, 
kayaking and we did plenty of 
cooking as well.
Of course, no camp is complete 
without a campfire. So on the last 

In preparation for the unveiling of 
the bust of Joseph G. Grech we 
prepared the HQ (especially the 
hall) to improve the way it looked on 
the day. The hall was repainted. All 
the rooms were thoroughly cleaned 
and many other small details were 
taken care of so that headquarters 
was well prepared for the event.

Congratulations to Assistant 
Cub Scout  Leader, Dr 
Joseph Saliba, known as 
Oonai and his fiancée Dr 
Jessica Busuttil who got 
married in August.
Due to the current situation 
the whole group could not 
be physically all together 
this evening but we were 
certainly connected in spirit. 

Congratulations 
to Rover Scout 
Leader Dr 
Christopher 
Micallef for his 
appointment as 
a medical officer 
with the Armed 
Forces of Malta. 
We wish Saurgeon 
Lieutenant Dr 
Christopher 
Micallef all the 
best in his new 
post.

Congratulations!!!

On behalf of the Group, we wish Joseph and Jessica all the very best in their 
next phase of their life journey together.
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In loving memory of 
Skip Joseph G. Grech, 
founder of the Victoria 
Scout Group and 
the first Group Scout 
Leader of the group on 
the second anniversary 
of his death.
You will remain 
forever alive in our 
hearts and memories. 
Rest peacefully in 
heaven Skip.

The Group sends its condolences to:
• the family of Tarcisio Gauci. Ċisju was a 

Troop leader for several years and remained 
a faithful supporter of our group. He was a 
familiar face in all the Group’s fundraising 
activities.

• Assistant Cub Scout Leader Joseph Saliba and his family on 
the loss of his maternal grandmother Maria Micallef. 

• Cub Scout Leader Anita Muscat and her family on the tragic 
loss of her nephew Nick Vella at the age of 31.

May they rest in peace. 
Please remember them in your prayers.

Skip Joseph G. Grech (first on the left) during the Annual General Meeting 
1986. The late Mr Joseph Cassar (in the middle) and the late Mr Saviour 

Camilleri (first on the right),  who both occupied the position of Chairman 
in the Group Council are also present.  

Gone Home

6th September 2018 - 6th September 2020

On Wednesday 8th July 2020, 
an extraordinary meeting at 
headquarters brought together 
Council members and Scouters to 
discuss a very important matter for 
the future of the Group.
At the end of 2020, the present 
Group Scout Leader Lorrie Saliba, 
who has been leading the group 
since October 1990, will be 
stepping down from the helm of 
the Group due to age limitations. 
Therefore a new GSL needs to be 
appointed.
A call for nominations amongst all 
registered leaders of the Group 
who fulfil the requirements set 
out by the Scout Association of 
Malta was issued in July. Assistant 
Group Scout Leader and the 
Venture Scout Leader Jesmond 
Scerri submitted his name for 
consideration for the role. 
Therefore a meeting was convened 
to establish a vote. Those present 
as well as other leaders who 
sent their vote by proxy were 
asked whether they approved this 
nomination or not.
There was a unanimous vote of 
approval for Jesmond Scerri as the 

A new Council secretary
Ms Maria Mercieca has been 
serving as Group Council 
Secretary since 2012. Maria is 
now stepping down from this 
post. Council member Ms Celine 
Portelli will assume this role.
The Group is very much in debt 
with Maria for the long years of 
dedicated and untiring service 
towards our Group. 
It is people like Maria who have 
helped to make our Group what 
it is today.
Thank you very much Maria.
We also wish Celine all the best 
in her new role and promise her 
our support.

The process for the new Group Scout Leader 
for the Victoria Scout Group 
by CSL Anita Muscat

future Group Scout Leader. 
The name of the candidate elected 
by vote was forwarded to the 
Chief Commissioner of the Scout 
Association of Malta for the final 
approval. 
The Group is eternally grateful 
to the present GSL Lorrie Saliba 
under whose able and dedicated 
l ea d e r s h i p  t h e  G ro u p  h a s 
continued to flourish and gain 
the respect and admiration of the 
Gozitan community as well as that 
of local and Scout groups from 
overseas. 
At this turning point in the history 
of our Group, all of us promise our 
support to Jesmond in his new role 
and look forward to sharing this 
new chapter in his Scouting life.

 Assistant Group Scout Leader Jesmond 
Scerri will be the future Group Scout Leader.

The joint meeting for the Group Council and the Scouters

AGM 2019 – Ms Maria Mercieca 
addresses those present.

Founder’s Day 2017 – Ms Celine Portelli 
(furthest left) attends the  

celebration mass.


