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From the From the Group Scout LeaderGroup Scout Leader  Lorrie Saliba

continued overleaf...

In this particular article, I cannot help mentioning what 
we have all experienced during these past months. 
Undoubtedly these were difficult times. The anxiety 
we felt then has not completely disappeared even 
now. And the uncertainty for the future still remains. 
Many questions remain unanswered. We all hope for 
a better future and to get back to ‘normality’.
All NGOs, including our Group, went through this 
abnormal period with a drastic change in the way 
meetings and other activities could be carried out. 
Weekly meetings at headquarters had to stop and 
so did any outdoor activity. For the past 4 months 
our headquarters lay silent and lifeless. It was 
heartbreaking going to headquarters, something 
which I kept doing almost every day, especially on 
Saturdays, when we usually have the weekly section 
meetings, and you didn’t see any smiling faces 
because there were no Cubs and Scouts. There were 
no sounds of feet running up and down the stairs and 
neither any sounds of the voices of our young and not 
so young members. Only perfect (and should I say 
an unnatural) silence reigned at headquarters. But in 
spite of all this the Group kept going. 
My thanks go to our dedicated leaders who left no 
stone unturned to keep in touch with our members. 
Regular online meetings were held for the leaders 
and weekly meetings for each section continued 
to be held without fail. We also managed to hold 3 
virtual Group meetings where all members had the 
opportunity to meet each other. Worth mentioning is 
that during this difficult time our members were kept 
busy by doing more badge work. In fact I am informed 
that during this time and up to now the number of 
badges gained has exceeded that gained during the 
whole of last year. Very well done indeed to both the 
leaders and the members.  
For the first time in 56 years the Group’s annual Easter 
camp had to be cancelled. However our leaders 

The Group Scout Leader Lorrie Saliba at camp in his garden

encouraged our boys to camp from home, an initiative 
which was a success. More details can be found on 
other pages of this News Sheet. Thanks to technology 
we managed stay connected for at least four days 
as a Group and 4 months in the respective sections.
The bronze bust of the late founder of the Group Joe 
Grech, better known within the Scouting community 
as Skip, has finally arrived from Italy. The cast for this 
bust was done by the young Gozitan artist and sculptor 
from Victoria, Mr Manuel Farrugia. The bronze bust 
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cont....from front pageFrom the From the Group Scout LeaderGroup Scout Leader

was produced in Rome by the Fonderia Artistica 
Domus Dei 1963. The bust will be placed in the 
Ġorġa Grech Hall at headquarters. The unveiling 
ceremony of the bust is planned for Saturday 19th 
September. I would like to thank all those who 
contributed financially towards this initiative. If 
there are others who wish to give their share, they 
are most welcome. Because of COVID-19, all the 
Group’s fundraising activities in connection with 
this project had to be cancelled and so no funds 
were raised. In my opinion commemorating this 
gentleman with this bust was the least we could 
do. There are hundreds of Gozitans that have 
benefited from his untiring efforts during his 
27 years as Group Scout Leader of the Victoria 
Scout Group. Therefore your contributions are very 
much appreciated.
Because of the restrictions brought about by the 
pandemic, this year we are going to miss the annual 
summer camp and the traditional barbeque and camp 
fire. However other activities but on a smaller scale,  
are being planned for our members. I therefore ask 

The Group Scout Leader, Lorrie Saliba together with the Chief 
Scout Reuben Lanfranco, the Chief Commissioner Anton Pisani and 
various other Group Scout Leaders during the virtual Scout Promise

the parents to encourage your children to participate.
Finally I would like to wish you all a relaxing summer 
holiday while hoping for better times in the coming 
months.

Every year during Lent, the group 
organises a Lenten pilgrimage 
to the hill at Ta’ Għammar near 
Ta’ Pinu. Leaders, members 
and parents get together to 
commemorate Christ’s passion 
and death by meditating and 
praying at each of the 14 Stations 
of the Cross. At the end of the 
Way of the Cross, a mass was 
celebrated in the amphitheatre 
at the top of the hill.

Via 
Crucis 
2020

by CSL Anita Muscat

Due to the present situation, this 
pilgrimage could not be held in the 
usual manner.
However technology came to the 
rescue and an online group meeting 
was held to organise this activity in a 
virtual manner. On Saturday 4th April, 
leaders, council members, members 
from all the 4 sections and their 
parents got together, reflected on the 
scenes shown on screen and prayed 
at each Station representing the path 
of Jesus on his way to be crucified.  
In this way the group did not miss out 
on its yearly appointment with the 
Way of the Cross.
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Point to Ponder with the Editor            Point to Ponder with the Editor            Anita MuscatAnita Muscat

While the world was in lockdown 
and most activities stopped, 
Scouting at the Victoria Scout 
Group did not follow suit but 
the leaders  rol led up their 
s leeves and restarted anew 
as the Group offered the next 
best experience to its members. 
All sections organised weekly 
online meetings and the Scouts 
played games, learned about 
various topics, sang Scout songs, 
went on virtual tours to places 
of interest around the Maltese 
Islands, met Scouts from other 
countries, interviewed former 
leaders who now live abroad, 
took part in quizzes, carried out 
lots of badge work and discussed 
what was going on around them 
and how COVID-19 had impacted 
their lives. 

One of the Venture Scout Challenges – 
Catch a fish and cook it.

The Victoria Scout 
Group during the 
COVID-19 period.

M e m b e r s  o f 
all the sections 
were presented 
w i t h  w e e k l y 
c h a l l e n g e s 
as part of  the 
commemorative 
Scout at Home 
Badge. As part 
of their Venture 
Scout Stay Safe 
C h a l l e n g e , 
Ventures went 
fishing and then 
cooked their catch. They also 
cooked other meals 
for their families. They 
used their  knott ing 
s k i l l s  t o  c r e a t e  a 
pioneer ing project .  
They undertook a DIY 
project in their home 
and they built a can 
stove. They also went in 
search of a Geocache. 
Three of them started 
the Duke of Edinburgh 
International Award.
As part of the Resilience 
A w a r d ,  S c o u t s 
cooked pasta, waffles 
a n d  p a n c a ke s  a n d 
prepared a smoothie. 
They also created a 
Scout themed game, 
demonst rated  they 
could tie certain knots 
and also how to put 
the Scout scarf to good 
use in First Aid. The Troop also 
introduced another new badge, 
the Scouting Heritage Badge.
For their challenges, Cubs were 
invited to present a plate of 
food art, grow vegetables from 
scraps, create  an upcycled 
bird feeder, prepare a card for 
Father’s Day, create a game and 
a corner bookmark and prepare 
a COVID – 19 time capsule, which 
could act as a deposit for their 
memories for this period. 
Other activities were held on a 
Group level. These are reported 

Cub Challenge #3 – Create a bird feeder

Scout Challenge #2 – Demonstrate your 
knowledge of 3 knots

elsewhere in this edition. The 
Way of the Cross, Easter camp 
and the campfire (from home) 
and the annual parade were all 
replicated in a virtual way.
While things are getting back to 
normal now, we cannot forget the 
difficult times we experienced in 
the past months.
However although the Group 
members were staying apart 
physically, they still managed to 
get together in other ways.
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Instead of…..
Instead of the outdoors beckoning for both small and 
bigger adventures, we had the indoors doing so. And it 
won us over, whether we liked it or not. We had certainly 
never anticipated anything like this happening. 
Instead of having Cub meetings at headquarters, we 
had virtual meetings. Initially they seemed strange but 
then we grew accustomed to the new format. 
Instead of  rowdy games at headquarters, we provided 
alternate ones over a Zoom meeting. 
Instead of  physically taking part in the Group’s Way of 
the Cross, the campfire at Easter camp and the Annual 
Parade in Malta, we did this across a screen from home. 
Instead of camping at our usual beloved haunt, Dwejra, 
we camped indoors and outdoors, at home though. 
Instead of meeting in person (before or after the usual 
meetings at headquarters) and answering to queries 
from parents regarding this and that, there was an 
endless to-ing and fro-ing of emails, messages and 
calls from both sides. And both leaders and parents 
encouraged and supported each other during these 
difficult times.
Instead of the usual games, the leaders racked their 
brains to think of how to twist and turn certain favourites 
into online versions, turned to Google for inspiration 
and came up with new offerings which the Cubs 
accepted with gusto. 
Instead of bringing their sons to headquarters for the 
meetings, parents set them up for online meetings and 
provided them with one or more devices as needed 
for particular sessions. Parents also made sure the boys 
were there when it was their turn for an extra session 
during the week for an instruction or for badge testing, 
which sessions were quite frequent. 
Instead of visiting our megalithic temples in person, 
we brought the temples to the Cubs’ homes when 
we went on a virtual tour around some of Malta’s best 
known as well as lesser known temples through a set of 
photographs taken by a former member of the group. 
This photographer joined us for the meeting and took 
us around these sites, explained their stories and their 
special features and answered the boys’ questions.
Instead of carrying out certain activities during the 
meeting at headquarters, a set of 7 challenges was 
proposed. These challenges were part of the Cub 
version for the Scout At Home Badge. And what a 
response there was! Barely had the challenge appeared 
on the Facebook page, than replies started pouring 
in. And the variety, originality, resourcefulness and 

REPORT
PackPack

by CSL Anita Muscat
Seeonee 
SATURDAY &

 Bagheera Betty narrates one of her personal Jungle Stories.

 A talk and a tour around Malta’s Neolithic Temples 

The online version of Kim’s game

The video Don’t Let me be a Plastic Planet demonstrated how the 
world is drowning in plastic and what we can do to counteract this.

creativity of the projects submitted left us speechless.
Thank you mums and dads for your continuous 
support, encouragement and words of appreciation. 
You helped us leaders to keep on going.
Instead of sitting back, adopting a defeatist attitude 
and letting the situation overcome us and lull us into 
the belief that there was nothing we could do as an 
alternative, the Pack leaders reacted proactively and 
tried to dance with the waves instead of just being 
tossed and turned by them. 

continue... 
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Cub Challenge #7 – My COVID -19 Time Capsule

Double Trouble – a game which highlights endangered animals  
and habitats 

Another BIG THANK YOU goes to my fellow Pack 
leaders who all pitched in so that we could offer the 
best possible experience to our members, week after 
week after week. It was not an easy thing as it involved 
much more time in planning and preparing for the 
meetings, a lot of effort, personal sacrifices and a big 
learning curve at becoming better ‘digital citizens’. 
At the same time, the leaders were all working from 
home and that too required longer and different 
planning sessions. So a balance between work, family 
and volunteering as well as coping with a lot of time 
constraints and facing certain pressures which were 
ever present on different fronts needed to be found.  
However we managed to somehow fit in Scouting 
with our other busy schedules and ensured the Cubs 
had some moments of fun in what was rather a bleak 
period.
No, COVID - 19 did not stop Scouting, either at the 
Pack level or at any other section within the Victoria 
Scout Group. 
“When the going gets tough, the tough get going.” 

Another video - Meet Lord Baden-Powell 

Awards and Badges
April to June
Packs
Apap Liam Drake – Craftsman, Artist, Baloo, Collector
Aquilina Matthew – Baloo
Attard Joseph – Mowgli
Borg Bernard – Mowgli, Artist, Baloo, Hobbies 
Camilleri Thomas – Craftsman, Baloo
Cauchi Warren – Craftsman, Artist, Raksha
Chini Jonathan – Mowgli, People and Places, Baloo, Computer
Cutajar Gabriel – Mowgli, Craftsman, Artist, Hobbies
Ellis Alex – Mowgli
Formosa Jaiden Joe – Bagheera, Kaa, Artist, Musician
Formosa Jake Christian – Baloo
Galea Jake – Mowgli, Hobbies, Baloo
Galea Luca – Bronze Arrow, Musician
Gauci Mathias – Mowgli
Grech Gabriel – Craftsman, Astronomer, Bagheera,  
                Weather Lore
Hili Adrian – Baloo, Health and Fitness, Hobbies
Kravchenko Andriy – Mowgli
Mercieca Francesco Julian – Artist, Local Historian,  
                                          Bronze Arrow, Kaa
Mifsud Glenn –Silver Arrow, Hathi, Astronomer
Mizzi Loren – Kaa
Portelli Lucas Joe – Baloo
Sacco Isaac – Kaa
Sacco Jan – Botanist, Baloo, Collector
Schembri Luca – Hobbies, Bronze Arrow, Kaa
Spiteri Anthony – Bronze Arrow, Kaa, Craftsman
Spiteri Jordi – Mowgli, Baloo, Craftsman
Spiteri Luke – Artist, Baloo
Tabone Andreas – Mowgli, Botanist
Vassallo Jake – Mowgli, Baloo
Zerafa Sven – Mowgli, Botanist, Baloo

Well done to all!
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by CSL Anita Muscat

Due to the situation created by COVID-19, all Scouting 
activities including this year’s Annual Rally for Scouts 
and Guides planned for Sunday 19th April, had to be 
cancelled. However, in order to celebrate St. George’s 
Day and to showcase that SCOUTING never stops, the 
Malta Scout Association organised an alternative activity 
on the same day and at the same time.
Instead of meeting en masse on the Granaries on 
Sunday 19th April 2020, the Maltese and Gozitan Scouts 
met though a virtual activity during which leaders from 
each group, together with the Chief Scout Reuben 
Lanfranco and the Chief Commissioner Anton Pisani 
went on live stream and renewed their Scout Promise. 
Scouts 

All Scouts were invited to renew the Scout Promise 
from home and watch the live stream on the Scout 
Association of Malta Facebook page, whilst recording 
and sharing a video or photos of themselves reciting 
the Promise at home. 

Cub Scouts, Scouts, Venture Scouts and leaders renew their Promise. 

Virtual Promise – 
Sunday 19th April 2020

Cub Scout Jan and his sister not only renewed their Promise. They 
even marched to tunes played by bagpipes. 

Chief’s Scout message:
The Chief Scout expressed his satisfaction that although Scouting activities had to stop, Scouts were still doing 
their best to meet and carry out meetings, instruction and activities on virtual platforms. The restrictions in place 
did not deter Scouts from carrying out certain Scouting activities from home. Scouting did not have to stop! 
He reminded everyone to live up to the Scout Law and Promise which were even more relevant during this time. 
The Scout Motto, Be Prepared is also very valid. He encouraged everyone to follow directions given by the Health 
authorities, stay safe and to be of help whenever possible.
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Though the present circumstances 
did not permit us to camp at 
Dwejra this Easter, this did not 
deter our members from finding 
an alternative.

It seemed that our leaders and 
Scouts were suffering from camp 
withdrawal symptoms and so the 
camp environment had to be 
recreated at home. 
There were indoor camps, 
outdoor ones and even ‘updoor’ 
ones. Different members chose 
different locations for their camp 
from home. GSL and a few others 
put up their tent in the garden, 
yard or roof while others used 
living rooms, dining rooms, 
bedrooms, box rooms and other 
rooms around the house. Some 
used real tents. Others created 
makeshift ones.  One mother 
told us that her son had used up 
all her clothes pegs to set up his 
‘tent’. Siblings and pets also got a 
taste of their first camp.
It was the first time in 56 years that 
GSL spent Easter at home. Other 
leaders also hadn’t enjoyed 
Easter Sunday and those holidays 
with their family in so many years.
And we had thought that last 
year’s camp was the one to 
remember….. How were we to 
know that this year’s ‘camp’ would 
be just as memorable!!!  

Nothing daunts the Scouting 
spirit. Yippee!!!
N.B: The irony about all this is 
that this year’s campers were 
very lucky because the weather 
conditions were ideal ones. 

There were no gale force winds 
like those which wreaked havoc 
among our tents last year.

So it was a happy camp for 
all and this included siblings, 
babies, cats and dogs!

Easter Camp with a difference - Camp at home

Campers and tents in all shapes and sizes. 

by CSL Anita Muscat
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by  Venture Scout Matthew Grech
Venture Unit
The coronavirus pandemic has 
affected our lives and forced 
us to adapt to new ways of 
managing and nurturing our 
relationships, as they are of 
utmost importance in getting 
us through these difficult 
times.  
Our founder Lord Robert 
Baden Powell once said, “A 
Scout smiles and whistles 
under all circumstances.” And 
this is exactly what our Unit did.  
Although we may have found 
it very strange that we could 
not go to our second home on 
a Saturday afternoon, but had 
to stay inside, we managed to 
do all that we could via online 
tools such as Zoom. 

Meeting of the Unit’s Executive

One of the weekly Zoom meetings

At Scouts we do not only 
practise outdoor skills and 
adventurous activities such as 
camping, hiking, participating 
in campfires, cooking, climbing 
and abseiling but we also 
learn soft skills such as staying 
posit ive, keeping active, 

Report

Challenge #Carry out a project at home

being cheerful in adversity, thinking 
outside the box and so on.  Because of 
COVID-19 we managed to focus more 
on these aspects of Scouting and we 
also learned that in life even though 
you might have a long list of plans, 

you always have to follow what reality 
offers.  This year our reality was that we 
meet virtually and not physically. 

Despite this, our Unit leader came 
up with a few active challenges and 
activities which increased our level 
of participation.  It wasn’t only our 

This catch is as fresh as can be.

leader who came up with brilliant 
ideas but all of us contributed.  
We started taking part in global 
chains like that of the ‘Scarf Flip 
Challenge’.  We even took part in 
online activities and events such as 
that of the ‘Scout Promise’ and the 
‘Jamboree on the Internet’ which 
was a unique experience with 
Scouts worldwide. 
The executive council together 
with our leader planned a set of 
guidelines which will eventually 
lead those who took part in these 
activities to be awarded the ‘Scout 
at Home’ commemorative badge. 
These challenges highlighted those 

continue... 
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adaptation skills demonstrated by all 
those Ventures who kept on working 
hard during these unusual times. 
As Scouts we are trained to be quick 
thinking, just in case something out 
of the ordinary happens.  That is why 
we always have contingency plans 
and activities on the side so that if 
something happens, we can use 
them as back-up. According to our 
motto, a Scout should always “Be 
Prepared.”

We now look forward to a somewhat 
different scenario where we can 
meet again and resume those 
activities that we have been waiting 
for, such as hiking, camping etc, all 
within the guidelines issued by the 
Scout Association of Malta.

A pioneering project

Breakfast is served.

 Geocaching

Campfire’s burning (COVID style)

A  S c o u t  c a m p 
a n d  a  c a m p f i r e 
a re  i n s e p a ra b l e 
companions. So it 
was only fitting that 
all those Scouts and 
leaders camping 
from home should 
come together for a 
virtual campfire on 
the night following 
Easter Sunday. 
As they usually do, 
they sang along, they 

The new 
flagpole
A new flagpole had been 
ordered and it has arrived 
at headquarters.
However it still has to 
make its debut in the next 
group camp.
Therefore it is patiently 
waiting for its moment to 
arrive.
And so are we!

Virtual campfire – Monday 13th April 2020

moved along during the action songs, they narrated jokes instead of 
performing stunts and had a good time together. 
Although the actual flames did not burn brightly that evening at our 
campsite, the same cannot be said for the flame which was burning inside 
each and every Scout’s heart. 
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by ASL Charles Tabone

On a day that we were supposed to be in the midst 
of our Easter camp, my early morning stroll took me 
through Dwejra, deserted, void of any signs of human 
life but buzzing with nature slowly reconquering its lost 
domain. I was overcome by sadness that our Scouts 
had been robbed of a camping experience by an 
invisible foe, that they were being  denied of sleeping 
under the musty smell of canvas mixed with the scent 
of sea salt and wild camomile, the rough and tumble 
activities, making new bonds of friendship and lasting 
memories.  However, our promise to help other people 
at all time called for us to remain in our homes.   
The lockdown measures stretched our resourcefulness 
to both find creative ways to stay in touch as well as 
to find novel ways to keep our Scouts engaged. This 
was no easy task as in spite of the wonders of modern 
technology the active nature of Scouting cannot be 
conveyed through a laptop or tablet screen.  However 
this did not stop us from trying. Leaders focused on 
conducting badge work and started a Resiliency 
Award. Regular Saturday badge work meetings were 
occasionally interrupted by extraordinary meetings. 

For example we held an online meeting with a Group 
of Girl Scouts from Syracuse. Online games such as 
charades and treasure hunts gave our online meetings 
a more Scout like feel, although not exactly the same. 
Regardless of all the shortcomings of our online 
encounters I believe that our very presence provided 
a sense of normality for our Scouts at a time when 
nothing was normal.  Leaders also used this time to 
engage in further training, research new activities and 
scout out new locations for future Scouting activities.
Although lockdown restrained our freedom, for many 
it served to free their minds and rethink their priorities. 
You do not know what you have until you lose it. I cannot 
not mention the impact my walks through our island’s 
rugged countryside left on me. I was surprised by 
how many times I could spot Sicily as the atmosphere 
absorbed less pollutants and I was shocked to see how 
many structures and rubbish scarred our countryside.  I 
believe that this whole ordeal should particularly make 
us Scouts seriously revisit our Scout’s promise, to truly 
value our relationships and to re-examine the role we 
play in safeguarding the environment. 

Troop Troop ReportReport
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In February, 3 Cub leaders, Bagheera Betty, Rikki Edith 
and Akela Anita joined a team set up by Nature Trust 
to monitor turtle nesting at Ramla Bay and at Daħlet 
Qorrot. 

We were there
Turtle Nest Monitoring 
and Protecting

  
Cub Scout Warren Cub Scout Warren 
does double does double 
duty – Turtle nest duty – Turtle nest 
monitoring with monitoring with 
his parents and his parents and 
cleaning up the cleaning up the 
nearby area. nearby area. 

Bagheera Betty records the temperature of the sand in the vicinity of 
the turtle nest at Ramla.

And off she goes! Jenna returns to the water.

Bagheera Betty, Rikki Edith and Akela Anita together with Angelique 
Lofaro and Marvic Refalo, coordinators of Nature Trust’s turtle nest 

monitoring team

When during the night on Friday 29th May, a loggerhead 
turtle was spotted laying eggs on Ramla Bay, the area 
was put inside an enclosure. The need for more 
volunteers to monitor and protect the actual nest 
increased. The 3 leaders are now taking part in 3 hour 
shifts in a daily 24 hour watch. There is also one Cub, 
Warren who joins his parents during  these monitoring 
sessions. 
On Friday 27th June, turtle Jenna was released back 
into her natural environment, the sea, after a long 
period of rehabilitation under the care of Nature Trust 
at their rescue centre. These leaders were also present 
for the release. Lots of Cubs, accompanied by their 
parents or their teachers were also present at Ħondoq 
ir-Rummien Bay and watched Jenna hurrying back to 
the water. Good Luck Jenna.
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Cub Scout Gabriel Grech placed 
2nd in a writing competition 
organised by the NGO Gozo Live 
in collaboration with EcoGozo. In 
his essay How to make the world 
a better place, Gabriel described  
what he, as an  8 year old boy, was 
doing on a daily basis to make 
this happen.

Cub Scout Gabriel Grech also 
placed 2nd amongst all Year 4 
students in Malta and Gozo in an 
end-of year quiz, which quiz was 
carried out on the school tablet. So 
a special well done goes to Gabriel.

Another well done goes to Cub 
Scout Gabriele Puglisi who was 
awarded the 3rd place for the poem 
submitted in a writing competition 
organised by  the NGO Gozo Live 
in collaboration with EcoGozo. His 
poem also dealt with the theme 
What I can do to make the world 
a better place.

Congratulations to Cub Scouts Matthew Aquilina and Mathias Gauci 
for the excellent results obtained in this year’s #stayhome Supermatik 
Mental Maths International Championship.  650 students, aged 
between 6 and 15 years, participated in the special edition of this year’s 
challenge. Matthew placed 1st place and Mathias placed 5th.

Well done Matthew and Mathias

November 2019 : Bishop Mario Grech’s last visit to headquarters 

 Ad Multos Annos  Bishop Anton Theuma

Well done Gabriel and Gabriele.

The Group would 
also like to thank 
Bishop Mario Grech 
for his work and 
dedication and the 
continuous support 
towards our Group 
and the Scouting 
Movement in 
general. We wish 
him all the best in 
his new position in 
the Vatican. 

Congratulations 
to the newly 
o r d a i n e d 
priest, Fr. Mario 
Mercieca. For a 
period of time 
Fr Mario used 
to help out 
with the weekly 
Scout meetings.

The Victoria Scout Group 
congratulates Fr. Anton Theuma, 
the new Bishop of Gozo. We 
promise our prayers and our 
support. Ad Multos Annos!


