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From the Group Scout Leader  Lorrie Saliba

continued overleaf...

Group photo with the German Scouts

The year 2018 is over. It was another year that kept both 
the Group council and members busy with so many 
diverse activities. As I had mentioned in my report of 
the January 2018 issue of the News Sheet, this year all 
the money raised from the Group Council fund raising 
activities went to the Jamboree fund. This fund will 
help the 18 members who will attend the World Scout 
Jamboree to be held in July/August 2019.
During 2018, the Group suffered a great loss with the 
sudden death of the Group’s founder and patron Mr Joe 
Grech known by all as Skip. For 27 years Skip served 
the Group as its Group Scout Leader. Skip was very 
well respected not only by Scouts and ex-Scouts but 
also by many Gozitans. Apart of forming the present 

Victoria Scout Group, he was instrumental in the 
building of our new headquarters. Soon after his death 
the Group Council decided to erect a bronze bust in 
his honour. This is to be placed at the Ġorġa Grech 
Hall at headquarters. I would like to thank all those 
who have already contributed towards this bust by 
giving us a donation. I make an appeal to all those 
who knew Skip to give their share and help the Group 
in this initiative. Any donation, even a small one is very 
much appreciated. I think that Skip deserves this. We 
are aiming for this bust to be inaugurated early in 2019.
2018 will also leave us with other memories which will 
surely remain for many years to come, particularly those 
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From the Scout Group Leader
cont....from front page

relating to those new experiences coming our way. The 
yearly Easter camp and summer camp were as usual the 
major events of the year, enjoyed by all of us. Surely we 
are not going to forget this year’s Summer Camp BBQ/
Camp Fire where we experienced heavy rains as soon as 
we stared the camp fire. Who is going to forget the time 
when while singing the song ‘Camp Fire is Burning’, the 
heavens opened and all hell broke loose? How can you 
forget those 400 guests rushing to find a shelter in cars, 
tents and wherever else they found, while our members 
remained round the camp fire but this time they were 
chanting the ‘I’m singing in the rain’ song’, and other 
traditional songs. In my 55 years in the Group. We never 
experienced such a camp fire and I was happy seeing 
our members enjoying themselves and defying the 
elements. This camp fire lasted longer than usual and 
without any doubt, this time there were only our Scouts 
round the fire. (Truly Lord Baden Powell’s words “A Scout 
whistles and sings in all adverse conditions,” were 
very evident on this occasion.) 
As in previous years our members gave a helping 
hand whenever it was needed. Being of service is what 
makes us Scouts, thus setting us apart from other youth 
organisations.
2018 saw the Group’s mini bus giving its last service. 
This was at the Summer Camp and after that, it was 
sent to be scrapped. Now the Group is in the process of 
buying another one and we hope that we will have it at 

GSL Lorrie Saliba joins the Ventures  
at their campfire in Dwejra in October.

The GSL Lorrie Saliba lights a candle during the First World War 
commemoration ceremony.

the beginning of the year. A van is of utmost importance 
to our group.
With the death of Skip the post of the Patron of the Group 
became vacant and the Council nominated Mr Giovan Pace 
as the Group’s new patron. Mr Pace is no newcomer to our 
Group because apart of being a supporter of the group 
for many years he also served as the Council chairman for 
4 years. We thank Mr Pace for accepting this post.
As a Group we could not keep up with our work with 
our members and the rest of the community without 
the continuous support of parents, supporters and 
friends. To all of them, on behalf of the Group, I say a 
very sincere THANK YOU. I must also thank the Group 
Council members and my colleagues, the Scouters, 
without whom there would be no Victoria Scout Group. 
Another big thank you goes to our families for their 
support. They are also an important part of the Group, 
and we are much indebted and so fortunate to have your 
much needed support.  All of you merit such thanks and 
more. I beg you to continue with your support for the 
benefit of the present and future members.
The year 2019 marks the 30th anniversary of the official 
inauguration of our headquarters and this will be 
commemorated with various activities about which you 
will be informed in the coming months .
May I wish you all good health and best of luck for the 
year 2019.

The bust commemorating 
Skip,  Joseph G Grech

The Group would like to 
thank all those who have 
contributed towards the 
bust commemorating 
Skip which the Group 
intends to instal l  at 
headquarters.
Any further donations 
can be passed on the 
the Group Scout Leader 
Lorrie Saliba. 

Thank you
• Michael Grech Financial Services • Mrs Marcelle 
Farrugia - St John’s Pharmacy • Mrs Virna Govoni – I 
Dolci di Virna • Mejlaq Jewellers • Mr and Mrs Jason 
Galea – The Duke Boutique Hotel • Mr Vincent Attard 
– Smugglers Cave Bar & Restaurant  • Magro Brothers 
• Alvin Vassallo Jewellers • Emmanuel Delicata 
Winemakers • Abraham Said – Vini e Capricci
• Hotel Calypso • Mrs Maria Mercieca – Group 
Council member • Mr and Mrs Sammy Mifsud – 
parents • Mrs Edel Rapa – parent.

The group would like to 
thank the following sponsors 

for supporting the Group’s 
Christmas dinner.
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Point to Ponder with the Editor          Anita Muscat

“Scouting  is not a difficult science: 
rather it is a jolly game if you take it in 
the right light.” Sir Robert Baden-Powell  
The year 2018 will definitely remain in the 
memory of all of us at the Group since 
this was the year we lost our founder and 
mentor Skip Joe Grech who passed away 
unexpectedly last September. 
During the last Annual General Meeting 
held at headquarters in January, Skip was 
the guest speaker. This was the last time 
Skip spoke to a group of Scout parents 
and supporters in public. I thought I 
should pass on some of his thoughts from the notes taken 
during his speech. 
Skip described how during the years spent as Group Scout 
Leader  and Chief Commissioner of the Scout Association 
of Malta, he would get different replies as to why parents 
would send their children to join a Scout group. Parents 
replied that they trusted the dedicated leaders and that 
the Scouts had fun.  However a recurring reply would 
be that at Scouts, youths were exposed to a certain 
degree of discipline. Parents mentioned this fact as if this 
discipline was lacking at home or in other organisations. 
He explained that he was not entirely satisfied with the 
latter answer because it meant that parents were not 
aware of what actually goes on within a Scout group. 
It was not as if the adult leaders were in a position to 
give orders which the members had to obey but rather 

A message from Skip – 27th January 2018 – Part 1

that every member was responsible for 
educating himself.   “The secret of sound 
education is to get each pupil to learn 
for himself.”  Sir Robert Baden-Powell  
Skip then explained that all Scout 
Associations worldwide were based on 
the same Promise and Law both of which 
include duty to God, country and others 
and that Scouting cannot exist only in 
those countries where there is no belief 
in a God. 
Going back to the origins of Scouting, Skip 
described how the founder of Scouting, 

Lord Baden-Powell, who was a general (and a national 
hero) in the British Army in the time when Britain was 
an empire, was somewhat disillusioned when on his 
return to England, he noticed numerous boys and youths 
idling away in the streets. These formed gangs and were 
often in trouble. He wished to provide an alternative for 
these youngsters so that these would become people 
that England would be proud of. He sought the advice 
of the best educators of the time before embarking on 
his project of founding the Scout Movement, which he 
based on the Scout Promise and Law. He felt it could 
be used as a focus for young boys to give them more 
meaning in life. 
“Stick to your Scout promise always - even after you 
have ceased to be a boy - and God help you do it.”  
Sir Robert Baden-Powell.

First World War Centenary 
commemoration ceremony
When you go home tell them of us and say...
For your tomorrow we gave our today.
On the 29th November the Group took part in an ecumenical 
service held at St George’s Basilica to commemorate the 
First World War centenary in Gozo. The service was 
presided by H.E. Mgr Mario Grech, Bishop of Gozo with 
the particiption of Reverend Clem Upton, guest of the 
Ecumenical Service Committee. The Minister for Gozo, 
the Hon. Dr Justyne Caruana was also present. The Scouts 
helped during the service in various ways.

During the award ceremony commemorating 
Republic Day 2018, Group Chaplain Mgr Dr 
Joseph Farrugia was appointed as a Member to 
The National Order of Merit by Her Excellency 
the President of Malta Marie Louise Coleiro Preca. 
 Mgr Farrugia was honoured for his work in 
promoting Gozo’s culture. He is the founder 
of the prestigious Laudate Pueri Choir, and he 
was instrumental in the launching of the Victoria 
International Arts Festival which is held annually. 
He co-founded the Fondazzjoni Belt Victoria which 
in turn created the Il-Ħaġar Museum, the first 
interactive and state of the art museum in Gozo. 
Mgr Farrugia is the museum’s curator.
(Photo courtesy of Heart of Gozo Il-Ħaġar Facebook page)

Congratulations Group Chaplain !
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On Saturday 17th November, a group 
meeting was held at headquarters. 
The meeting started with a mass 
which was offered for the souls of 
our dearly departed especially for the 
relatives of leaders who have recently 
lost family members - Skip Joseph G 
Grech, founder of the Victoria Scout 
Group; Jane Buttigieg, the aunt of 
former Cub Scout Leader Mary Rose 
Pace; Frances Grima, the aunt of 
Venture Scout Leader Christopher 
Micallef; Lawrence Grech, father of 
Group Council Chairman Michael 
Grech and grandfather to Scout 
Leader David Grech and Les Baker, 
a great benefactor of the group, 
whose anniversary of going home 
falls in November. Fr Simon Cachia 
celebrated mass. 
Going Up Ceremonies
During the group meeting, the 
going up ceremony of seven Scouts 
who joined the Unit in September 
took place. Assistant Scout Leader 
Mario Galea “handed over” Karl 
Galea, Michael Farrugia, Lou Busuttil, 
Matthew Grech, Jerrod Xerri, Presley 
Clark and Jeremy Paul Grech to 
Venture Scout Leader Jesmond Scerri, 
who welcomed the new members 
in the Unit. The Scouts symbolically 
passed over the rope from their ‘old’ 
section into the ‘new’ one. 
This was followed by the going up 
ceremony of 5 Cub Scouts into the 
Troop Section. Cub Scout Leader 
Anita Muscat “handed over” James 
Vassallo, Ludvic Azzopardi, Benjamin 
Spiteri, Carlos Tabone and Paolo 
Sultana to Assistant Scout Leader 
Mario Galea who welcomed these 
new members in the Troop Section. 
Similarly the Cub Scouts passed over 

Group meeting and November mass by CSL Anita Muscat

Going up ceremony for the Cubs into the Troop

Francesco’s investiture ceremony

the rope to join their new 
section.
Cub Scout investiture
The final ceremony for the 
day was the investiture 
ceremony of Cub Scout 
Francesco Julian Mercieca. 
We welcome him into the 
worldwide Scouting family 

Going up ceremony for the Scouts 
into the Unit

and hope his membership into the 
Cub Scout Pack and the Victoria 
Scout Group will lead to new friends, 
memorable experiences and lots of 
fun!  

We wish them all the best in the next 
step of their journey in their Scouting 
paths.

Remembrance Sunday 2018 
Remembrance Sunday marks the day World War I ended, 
at the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918.
On this day, people all over the world remember and 
honour those who served their countries or lost their 
lives in this conflict. This year’s events marked the 100th 
anniversary since the armistice was signed. 
Leaders of the Victoria Scout Group attended the 
ceremony held in Gozo at Independence Square, which 
ceremony commemorated those killed in the First World 
War and other conflicts.

We were there
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When the war was over, another 
attempt was made to form Scout 
Groups once more in Gozo. This 
took place in Victoria, Xagħra, 
the Lyceum (the Gozo secondary 
school), Għajnsielem (Sea Scouts) 
and Nadur. Mr Edward Attard, 
(who later became Assistant Police 
Commissioner) took charge of the 
Nadur Group and held regular 
meetings with Fr Hersey, the Gozo 
Scout District Commissioner. 
Eventually Mr Joe Debono took 
over as Group Scout Master. Other 
leaders were: Scout Master Joe Said, 
Cub Master Anton Falzon, Rover 
Scout Leader Joe Galea, Assistant 
Scout Master Anthony Formosa and 
Assistant Rover Scout Leader John 
Grima. The same enthusiasm for 
Scouting shown in 1935 was again 
evident in 1946 and membership 
soon rose to 100.  In fact, the Nadur 
Group sent the largest contingent 
of Scouts to Malta on the occasion 
of the 1946 St George’s Day Parade 
held at Floriana. 

The Nadur Scout Group   2
Scouting in Gozo
Carm C Cachia, Group Librarian

Unfortunately, the 2nd Nadur 
Group did not last long. Group 
Scout Master Debono blamed 
Mr J. Depiro, the then Gozo 
Superintendent of Police, for the 
break-up of the Group. Mr Depiro, 
who seemed very enthusiastic about 
the setting up of Scout Groups in 
Gozo, had promised to pay for the 
uniforms of the boys who could 
not afford to buy one. He did not 
keep his word. Moreover, when the 
Nadur Group participated in the 
1946 St George’s Day Parade, he 
had promised Group Scout Master 
Debono that he would supply snacks 
for the boys and provide transport to 
Floriana and back. Notwithstanding 
his reassurances, Mr Depiro did not 
keep his word again and the boys 
went hungry. Moreover, transport 
from Valletta to Marfa was obtained 
on the initiative of the Group Scout 
Master himself. Otherwise, the boys 
would have been left stranded in 
Malta at a time when trips to Gozo 
were few and far between. 

Having suffered such a disillusion, 
the Nadur Group felt betrayed once 
again. In a heated argument that 
followed the Malta misadventure, 
Group Scout Master Debono 
protested loudly to Mr Depiro about 
his behaviour, accused him of not 
keeping his promises and resigned 
from his post. His resignation 
was followed by that of the other 
leaders and the Nadur Group was 
disbanded, never to be formed 
again.
Over the years, boys from Nadur 
(and other villages) who wished 
to become members of the Scout 
Movement, joined the Victoria Scout 
Group and our Group welcomed all 
with open arms. 

References:
Cachia Carmel C., The Victoria Scout Group – A 
Diary of Events, April 1963 – April 2013, Gozo 
2013

Debono Joe, Il-“Boy Scouts” fin-Nadur, in 
Illuminaria No74, September 2003

Said Joseph, L-Standard tal-“Boy Scouts” tan-
Nadur jerga’ jidher fil-Pubbliku wara 60 Sena, in 
Illuminaria No.87, Dicember 2006

Commemorative 
plaque at the 
Citadel
On the 1st November 1916, 
the first Gozitan Scout Group 
inaugurated its headquarters in 
Żenqa Street inside the Citadel 
in Victoria. This was the first 
headquarters for a Scout Group 
in Gozo. 

To commemorate this event, a 
plaque has now been affixed in 
this location. In this way passers-
by can be reminded of this event. 

Group’s Good Turn
Instead of sending Christmas cards during the festive period, the Group Council and Scouters decided to 
offer a donation to a Gozitan organisation. This year the beneficiary was the Boys’ section of the MUSEUM 
Society in Victoria. The presentation will take place during the next Annual General Meeting in January. 
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“The spirit is there in every boy: it has to be discovered 
and brought to light.” Lord Robert Baden-Powell

On Friday 9th November 2018, a parents’ meeting was 
held at headquarters. During the meeting the Group 
Scout Leader, Lorrie Saliba and other leaders talked to 
parents about the policy and the rules of the Group. They 
explained that a Scout Group’s mission is to support young 
people in their physical, mental and spiritual development 
and that Scouting aims to instil values such as discipline, 
respect for self and others, leadership and responsibility. 
Moreover Scouting promotes active citizenship, teaches 
teamwork, applies the learning by doing principle, provides 
an education for life, delivers an environmental education 
and prepares its members for leadership roles. GSL spoke 
about the behaviour expected from the members as well 
as disciplinary procedures that might need to be taken. 
He also pointed out what is expected of parents so that 
through continued collaboration between the leaders 
and the parents, the Group can continue to offer a quality 
experience to all its members. There was a very good 
turnout for this meeting and this is very encouraging as it 
reflects the support and appreciation of the parents.

Parents’ meeting and 
exhibition at headquarters

After the meeting, the parents could view a photographic 
exhibition called Scouts Re-living Forgotten Memories as 
well as other items which are part of the Group’s archives. 
Last year, the Group applied for and was given funds 
through the Ministry for Gozo NGO Assistance Scheme. 
The project proposed was for an update of the Group’s 
records. The funds provided made it possible to carry out 
various projects such as the scanning of old photos from the 
old albums, the organisation of all the photos in possession 
of the group in a digital library and the printing of photo 
story albums covering the 55 year old history of the Group. 
All these help considerably in preserving these memories 
of our rich past so that future generations may continue to 
enjoy them.      



VICTORIA SCOUT GROUP     •   January 2019
7

by CSL Anita Muscat

Seeonee 
Pack

REPORT

SATURDAY &

A continuous string of activities 
besides the regular meetings (with 
games, songs and badgework) kept 
the leaders and Cubs quite busy 
throughout these 3 months.
Memories of the sleepover held at 
headquarters in October are still quite 
fresh in everyone’s minds. The majority 
of the Cubs attended and they were 
in for lots of fun. Lots of games, a 
campfire, a pizza night, a film-show 
complete with popcorn and other 
snacks, a massive pillow fight and a 
rather late bedtime. (Dear parents, 
you know how difficult it is to put a 
boy or two to bed, let alone 3 dozen 
in the same bedroom!) Well after this 
exciting time, we all had a good night’s 
sleep till it was time for a special Scout 
wake-up call, complete with bugle and 
hand cymbals. There’s no doubt about 
it. The sleepover was a success.  

Then there was the Jamboree on the 
Internet activity where we managed 
to make contact (through chatting 
or video calls) with 37 different 
countries during the 4 hour session. 
These included European and African 
countries as well as North and South 
American ones and others from the 
Middle East or the Far East region. For 
the new Cubs, their participation in 
the biggest online gathering of Scouts 
for the year, was their first experience 
of Scouting on an international level. 
During the usual meeting, the Cubs 
took part in several activities proposed 
by the JOTI team. This year’s theme 

Making puppets for the Orfeo and Majnum 
project and parade – A Valletta 2018 activity

JOTI 2018

A snapshot of the pillow fight  
during the sleepover

At the cookout

was Life on Land which is the United 
Nations Sustainable Development 
Goal number 15.
There was also a cookout where the 
Cubs put into practice those safety 
open-fire skills they had learnt during 
the meetings. At the beginning of 
December the Cubs performed their 
good deed for the season by paying 
a visit to a home for the elderly and 
entertaining the residents with Scout 
songs and Christmas carols.
Later in December, a Christmas party 
was organised. During this party, 
Father Christmas managed to fit 
into his busy schedule a visit to our 

headquarters to give the Cubs their 
presents. A group meeting which 
included the boy’s sermon by Cub 
Scout Isaac Sacco brought this year’s 
meetings to an end. 
At the end of another year, the 
Pack leaders would like to thank 
the Group Scout Leader, the other 

leaders in the Group, Venture and 
Rover Scouts (who stepped in time 
and time again and joined us during 
various activities at headquarters, 
camp and  outdoors ) ,  counc i l 
members, parents and supporters 
for their cooperation, help and 
support throughout the year.

Group photo with a special guest during the 
Christmas party

Christmas carol singing at the old people’s home
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Buttigieg Lina – Dwejra Bar
Cauchi Frans – Office Club 
Cauchi Lawrence - parent
Cini Joe and Ċelestino – Cini Meat Market
Debrincat Francis - supporter
Formosa Carmel - supporter
Formosa Mark - supporter
Galea Jason – The Duke Boutique Hotel
Grech Joe –Arkadia Food Store
Grech Joe – Bookworm Stationery 
Grech Michael – The Brokerage

To celebrate the 30th anniversary of 
the friendship between the Victoria 
Scout Group and a group of German 
Scouts from Neuenrade, Germany, 
a group of around 30 members of 
the Stamm Steve Biko Group spent 
some days at headquarters.
Old friends met and remembered 
past experiences when members 
of both groups visited each 
others’ headquarters and when 
both attended camps in Glurns/
Glorenza in the South Tyrol, Italy 
in 1998 as well as another camp in 
Maçanet de Cabrenys in Catalonia, 
Spain in 2000. A group of Scouts 
from the 1st Cospicua Scout Group 
also attended both these camps.  
During a farewell dinner at 
headquarters, gifts were 
exchanged. The Group Scout 
Leader, Lorrie Saliba said that 
it was a real pleasure meeting 
these Scouts once again and that 
they would always be welcome at 

1998-2018 - 30 years 
of Friendship between 

the Victoria Scout Group 
and the German Stamm 
Steve Biko Group from 

Neuenrade

headquarters. ASL Frank Muscat 
read out a poem which he wrote 
for the occasion, which poem 

celebrates this friendship and those 
unforgettable moments shared 
between brother Scouts.

Attard Charlie – parent
Attard Vincent – Smugglers Cave Bar & Restaurant
Busuttil Mark – St Andrew’s Divers Cove 

The group would like to thank the 
following parents, supporters and 
sponsors for their support during the 
Group’s summer camp and barbeque.

Congratulations
•	 Congratulations to Gozitan and former member and Venture Leader of the Victoria Scout Group, Mr George Cassar 

who has been elected as the chairman of the National Scout Council and re-appointed as Chief Scout of the Scout 
Association of Malta.

•	 The Group would like to congratulate former Cub Scout Leader (Baloo) Shawn Agius and his fiancée Lia Farrugia on the 
occasion of their wedding last September. Best wishes on this wonderful journey as you build your new lives together.

•	 Congratulations to Mr Vincent Attard, Smugglers’ Cave Bar and Restaurant and Mr Abraham Said, Vini e Capricci 
who have been nominated as honorary members of the Group. Both these persons have been generous sponsors 
of the Group for a good number of years. 

Meylaq George – Meylaq Jewellers
Mercieca Anthony - parent
Micallef Wenzu - supporter
Mizzi Lawrence - parent
Said Abraham – Vini e Capricci
Saliba Joe - supporter
Schembri Joseph - parent
Xiberras Adrian - supporter
Sultana Joseph - supporter
Tabone Steve – Baron Group
Vassallo Alvin – Vassallo Jewellers

Mr George Cassar
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Rover Crew Report 
by Rover Leader Christopher Micallef

Rovers, Ventures and leaders give a helping hand 
during the Marquee lunch.

New boxes for the tent pegs. Another 
project by the Rover Crew.

Pizza night for the Rover Crew

On Sunday 7th October 2018, the Group organised an 
open air lunch under the marquee tent at Dwejra. The 
lunch was well attended by parents and supporters.

The Group would like to thanks all those who helped 
to make this lunch a success. It was indeed a team 
effort. All proceeds went towards the Jamboree Fund.

Fund raising lunch under 
the marquee at Dwejra

•	 Group Council Chairman Michael Grech and 
Scout Leader David Grech on the loss of Lawrence 
Grech, their father and grandfather respectively.

•	 Rover Scout Leader Christopher Micallef on the 
loss of his aunt Frances Grima.

May they rest in peace. 
Please remember them in your prayers.

Gone 
Home

The Group would like to extend its 
condolences to  
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by VSL Jesmond Scerri

Venture Unit 
Report

It is that time of the year where one 
looks back to analyse what happened 
during the last few months. This 
article gave me this opportunity 
and sharing it with you gives me the 
opportunity to think and re-live some 
of the moments we shared together 
as a Unit.
These last 3 months started off with 
the election of a new Executive 
committee. Although the Unit has 
a Venture Scout Leader, it is the 
Executive Committee which is 
responsible for planning activities, 
managing the Unit’s budget, etc. 
I must say that this election was a 
very interesting one with at least 2 
candidates for the key position of the 
committee. We had very articulated 
speeches from both the contestants 
for the Chairman and apart from the 
posters and promises, they both 
offered goodies varying from ice-
cream to homemade cookies (after 
the vote!).
With the Executive set up and 
running, the Unit was called to give 
a helping hand during the annual 
October Marquee Lunch. We saw 
this as an opportunity to organise a 
weekend camp which included an 
abseiling session, a first for most of 

Overnight hikes for different teams 

Mr Michael Wright explains what The Duke 
of Edinburgh’s International Award involves.

Homemade gnocchi by Jerrod and Presley, 
anyone? Well they were certainly given the 

seal of approval. None left!

Abseiling at Dwejra

our new Venture Scouts. Although 
the camp was meant to start on 
Friday afternoon, due to road works 
on the road leading to Dwejra, we 
were not allowed to go down, and 
therefore a change of plan was due. 
After packing all the equipment on 
Friday afternoon, as planned, we 

baked some pizzas and slept at HQ, 
so that at 6 a.m. on Saturday, we 
were on our way to Dwejra (before 
they closed the road again to finish 
the works). Having the Ventures and 
Rovers pitching the Marquee tent 
so early in the morning was not an 
easy task, but that gave us a chance 
to continue with our programme as 
originally planned. 
The plan for this year is to put an 
emphasis on the Venture Scout 
Award Scheme. This served as an 
excuse to organise a 20km overnight 
hike. The Ventures teamed up in 
groups of 4 or 5 and planned the 
route and the menu, so that over the 
last weekend of October, each group 
had their hike, with routes covering 
all of Gozo. This was a first for most 
of the members and the feedback 
received was very positive. 
To continue our drive for awards, we 
invited Mr Michael Wright, (Director 
for Development, The Duke of 
Edinburgh’s International Award – 
Malta), to introduce the award to the 
Unit. Mike delivered a presentation to 
introduce the award, the procedures 
to follow and answered questions 
asked by the Venture Scouts. This was 
a helpful push, and now a handful of 
Venture Scouts have already started 
working on a number of activities 
aimed at achieving the award. 
December was another interesting 

month for the Unit. During the first 
meeting of the month, we held 
a sleepover at HQ. This allowed 
us to decorate the HQ for the 
festive period, but also give making 
‘gnocchi’, a try. Although this is a 
laborious task, I must say that the 
end result was very satisfactory and 

continue... 
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the empty dishes at the end could 
speak for themselves.
The year came to an end with the 
Winter Camp held between the 
28th and the 30th. This year the 
Unit decided to set up camp at a 
different location. After obtaining the 
necessary permits, we set our tents 
up at Ta’ Blankas Garden. It was a 
tranquil camp where we tried out new 
cooking methods and had a number 
of Scouting skills sessions. Apart 
from pitching the tents, we ventured 
into mapping and an orienteering 
hike. We also cooked a pork loin and 
roast potatoes using Dutch ovens.  
This meal was complemented with 
some smoked Maltese sausages 
and garlic bread as appetisers and 
coconut balls and apple crumble for 
dessert, all prepared at camp. The 
camp fires held on both evenings 
were an opportunity to be together, 
discuss various issues, get to know 
each other better. and sing campfire 
songs, of course!

Following these three intensive 
months, we are all looking forward 
to new exciting activities in the New 
Year. Keeping in mind that in February 
most of the Venture Scouts will have 
exams and therefore our schedule 
will slow down, the programme which 
was set by the executive committee 
still has some interesting activities 
in store.

More food, glorious food, this time at the 
winter camp! No one went hungry this night.

And we are off to our winter camp. 

Awards and Badges for 
July to September 2018
PACkS
Azzopardi Ludvic – Raksha, Altar Server, Chil, Link Badge
Ballucci Dilyn - Baloo
Borg Geordie – Kaa
Camilleri Paul – Swimmer 1, Kaa
Cassar Mattia – Swimmer 2, Swimmer 3
Cauchi Karl – Bagheera
Cauchi Warren – Swimmer 1, Mowgli
Cini Sven – Swimmer 3
Formosa Mikiel – Kaa, Swimmer 3
Galea Luca – Swimmer 1
Gambin Greg Anthony – Bagheera
Grima Christon – Bronze Arrow,  Swimmer 1, Link Badge
Grima Lucas – Bagheera
Mercieca George Andrei – Mowgli,  Swimmer 1
Mifsud Glenn – Bagheera
Mizzi Joseph – Baloo, Swimmer 1, Kaa
Mizzi Loren – Swimmer 1
Pace Aiden – Kaa, Altar Server, Bagheera
Puglisi Gabriele – Swimmer 1
Sacco Jake – Kaa
Scerri Juan – Bagheera, Swimmer 1, Kaa
Schembri Luca – Mowgli
Spiteri Benjamin – Bagheera, Swimmer 2
Spiteri Sean – Swimmer 3, Bagheera
Sultana Paolo – Bronze Arrow, Swimmer 2, Chil, 
Tabone Carlos – Swimmer 3, Chil, Silver Arrow, 
                Link Badge
Vassallo Gary – Baloo
Vassallo James – Kaa
Vella Marcus – Bagheera, Kaa
Zammit Micallef Matthias Ryan – Kaa, Bagheera

Awards and Badges: 
October – December 2018
Camilleri Paul – Bronze Arrow, Raksha
Cassar Mattia – Raksha
Cauchi Karl – Bronze Arrow, Kaa
Cauchi Warren – Baloo
Galea Luca – Baloo
Gambin Greg Anthony – Kaa 
Mercieca Francesco – Tenderpaw, Membership, Mowgli
Mizzi Joseph – Altar Server
Mizzi Loren – Baloo
Mizzi Maxim – Baloo
Said Thiago Jo – Kaa
Sacco Isaac – Baloo
Sacco Jake – Bagheera
Schembri Luca – Baloo
Spiteri Sean – Bronze Arrow, Raksha
Vassallo Gary – Bagheera, Kaa
JOTI badge:
Geevan Attard, Dilyn Ballucci, Geordie Borg, Mattia 
Cassar, Karl Cauchi, Warren Cauchi, Sven Cini, Kevin 
Cordina, Matthew Angel Ellis, Jaiden Joe Formosa, 
Jake Formosa, Greg Anthony Gambin, Luca Galea, 
Gabriel Grech, Lucas Grima,  Glenn Mifsud, Joseph 
Mizzi, Loren Mizzi, Maxim Mizzi, Aiden Pace, Lucas 
Joe Portelli, Gabriele Puglisi,  Isaac Sacco, Jake 
Sacco, Thiago Jo Said, Luca Schembri, Juan Scerri, 
Anthony Spiteri, Marcus Vella, Francesco Julian 
Mercieca, Gary Vassallo, Matthias Zammit.

Following the death of 
the Group’s first patron, 
the late Skip Joseph 
G. Grech, the Group 
has nominated Dr John 
B. Pace MD, B.Pharm, 
F R C S ,  K M  a s  h i s 
successor. Dr Pace is the 
Founder President of the 
Voluntary Organisation 
- The Friends of the 
Sick and the Elderly, 
Gozo, Mr Pace was 
formerly chairman of 
the Group Council from 
1974 to 1978. He is 
still a supporter of our 
Group. We thank him for 
accepting the post and 
wish him all the best.

The Group’s 
new patron 

Dr John B. Pace 
MD, B.Pharm, FRCS, KM

Visitors to 
headquarters

•	 A group of students from the 
Rabat Primary School, for a 
Halloween themed fundraiser 

•	 Dave Clements, ( an English 
Scouter and a good friend of the 
Group)  and family

•	 Adam Benneth – GSL 86th Derbs 
Scout Group

•	 A group of Scouts from the 
Stamm Steve Biko Group from 
Neuenrade, Germany (see report 
of the visit elsewhere in this 
Newssheet) 

•	 26th Cospicua Girl Guides – Malta
•	 Mick Wright – Munxar
•	 ERRC Cadets, Gozo and a group 

of participants for an Erasmus + 
International Youth exchange.
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Troop 
Report

 by A/ASL Charles Tabone

Joint activity with the Girl Guides 
at Villa Rundle

Troop meeting - Brushing up 
on orienteering skills

Games galore! Boys just want to have fun!

A presentation during the International Night
 Another type of presentation during 

the International Night

We will do our best and Cub Scout Thiago Jo Said certainly did. 
Well done to Thiago Jo Said, the youngest of the Maltese winners for being 
awarded the ‘Esplora Under 10 Award’ with his creation ‘Fighting in the 
Arena’ in the Valletta 2018’s Under 19 competition ‘CREATE YOUR WORLD.’ 
In September 2018, the Maltese winners travelled to Linz to present their work at the 
Ars Electronica Festival, meet other participants and participate in the award ceremony. 
Then in November 2018, Thiago attended another special awards ceremony for the 
winners of the U19 Malta, this time at the Esplora Interactive Science Centre, Malta 
Thaigo Jo is one of our Cubs and we are all very proud of him and happy for his 
achievement. Well done!


